Time,  expectations 
pressure  ministers 


By  Jim  L4)wry 

NASHVILLE,  Ttenn.  (BP)  —  Time  “Ministers  feel  pulled  in  a  M  of 
demands,  financial  difficulties,  and  directions  based  on  many  sets  m  dif- 
high  expectations  are  primary  stress  ferent  expectations,”  Peck  said.  “Even 
producers  among  Southern  Baptist  more  crucial,  the  survey  reveals 
ministers,  according  to  a  recent  pastors  and  staff  are  not  successful- 
survey.  ly  coping  . . .  they  are  not  dealing 

Seven  of  the  top  10  stress  factors  with  problems  realistically.  Ministers 
identified  by  minister^^sponding  to  are  saying  ‘prayer  and  Bible  study  are 
the  survey  conducted  by  the  research  enough,’  when  they  really  need  to  do 
services  department  at  the  Baptist  those  things  in  conjunction  with  a  sup- 
Sunday  School  Board,  were  relat^  to  port  system, 
time  —  particularly  the  lack  of  it.  The  In  the  top  80  items  ^ich  cause 
other  tt^e  factors  among  the  top  10  stress  for  ministers,  the  first  four 
related  to  expectations  for  productivi-  related  to  time.  Number  one,  too 
ty  and  leadership.  many  demands  for  my  time,  ranked 

The  financial  difficulties  were  se-  3.53  on  a  scale  of  five.  Close  behind 
cond  overall  as  a  source  of  stress,  with  were  lack  of  study  time,  administra- 
the  primary  complaint  being  an  in-  tion  responsibilities  and  laclc  of  time 
adequate  retirement  plan.  Other  to  visit  prospects, 
areas  mentioned  were  inadequate  Several  of  the  next  items  in  the 
salary,  house  expenses,  excessive  car  ranking  of  ministerial  stresses 
expenses,  medical  expenses  and  pay-  related  to  expenses,  including  house 
ing  off  indebtedness.  expenses  (number  16),  excessive  car 

Terry  Peck,  consultant  in  (the  expenses  (17th),  medical  expenses 
church  administration  department,  (20th),  and  paying  off  past  in- 
said  personal  and  professional  expec-  debtedness  ( 21st ) . 
tations  for  ministers  are  multi-  Criticism  or  conflict  with  church 
faceted.  Also,  most  churches  do  not  members  ranked  relatively  low. 
have  a  clearr  written  job  description  Lowry  writes  for  the  Sunday  School 
for  the  pastor.  ^  Board.  "* 
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Beirut  Christian  exodus 
offers  witness  openings 


By  Irma  Duke  ^ 

BEIRUT,  Lebanon  (BP)  —  The  war  report  they  got  stuck  in  East  Beirut  When  Mrs.  Ragland  was  home  for 
in  Beirut  has  provided  a  witnessing  and  can’t  get  back  across  the  Green  a  time  last  year,  her  daughter  told  her 
opportunity  for  Beirut  Baptist  School"  Line  (a  city  dividing  line).  she  looked  like  she  had  aged  10  years 

that  Jim  Ragland  never  dreamed  Oklahoma  native  Ragland,  60,  car-  in  the  last  12  months.'  “I  suspect  I 
possible.  ries  the  extra  burden  of  safety  for  the  have,”  Mrs.  Ragland  confirmed. 

Ragland,  Southern  Baptist  mis-  children  while  they’re  in  class.  When  The  war  has  caused  the  Raglands 
sionary  principal  of  the  school  since  shelling  starts  near  the  school,  it’s  to  look  to  Lebanese  Baptists  for  more 
1954,  always  has  made  Bible  courses  Ragland  who  has  to  decide  if  the  moral  support  because  most  of  the 
and  chapel  a  requirement,  but  just  in  children  would  be  safer  at  home.  At  other  missionaries  are  across  the 
recent  years  has  the  majority  of  the  times,  he  has  calmly  asked  the  pupils  Green  Line  in  East  Beirut  and  inac- 
students  in  those  classes  been  to  move  away  from  their  classroom  ;e$sible.  at  times. 

Muslim.  Now  it’s  not  unusual  to  hear  windows  because  of  the  danger  of  fly-  ^  Because  of  the  bond  Ragland  has 
a  hundred  Muslim  third  and  fourth  ing  glass  and  other  debris.  built  with  the  Lebanese,  that  hasn’t 

graders  sing  “Jesus  Loves  the  Little  In  at  least  one  instance,  Ragland  been  a  problem.  In  fact,  one  of  his 
Children  of  the  World”  —  with  their  has  had  to  face  armed  men  from  one  former  students  who  is  a  fellow 
parents’  permission.  of  the  factions  who  tried  to  force  him  church  member  now  says  Ragland  is 

Until  recent  years,  the  majority  of  to  accept  students  without  proper  more  Lebanese  than  he  is  American.' 
the  students  and  ail  the  teachers  at  credentials.  ■  Irma  Duke  writes  for  the  FMB. 

the  school  were  Christians.  But  since 

most  of  the  Christians  have  moved  to  M--- 

Elast  Beirut,  the  Christian  enrollment 
has  declined. 

In  the  meantime,  the  school  has  SSHHIi 

gained  a  reputation  for  its  academic 
standards  and  Muslims  have  been 
sending  their  children  to  it  in  larger 

numbers,  even  though  it’s  ^ 

unashamedly  a  Baptist  school.  About 
75  percent  of  the  8(X)  students  are 
Muslim  now.  4 

“There  are  neighborhoods  within  >  A  V 
two  blocks  of  us  that  would  never  ^9  ■ 
tolerate  a  church,  but  their  kids  come 
to  school  here,”  says  Ragland.  “And 
they’re  our  neighbors,  our  friends.” 

Ragland’s  quiet,  unassuming  but 
caring  manner  helped  make  them  his 
friends.  When  the  father  of  one  of  the  a 

Muslim  faction  leaders  died,  Ragland 
was  there  to  comfort  him.  He  was  the 
only  foreigner  there. 

“He’s  my  neighbor  back  here,”  ex- 
plains  Ragland,  pointing  up  the  hill 
from  the  school. 

Muslim  groups  join  together  to  fight  ^BT 
against  those  known  as  Christians, 
who,  for  the  most  part,  live  on  the  east 

The  Christians,  .  < 

are  fighting  for  a  Christian-controlled  x 

above  everything.  Even  these 

groups  have  religious  names,  Ragland 


Money  really 
doesn’t  grow 
on  trees. 

It  comes 
from  you. 

WHO  CARES? 

YOU  SHOULD. 


economic  war,  not  religious 


Support  the  Week  of  prayer  for 
Home  Missions  ^ 

March  3-10,  1985 

Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  Goal 
$30,000,000 


The  war  has  JHlHHBf 

pressures  for  the  Raglands,' burdens 

under  which  other  people  might  have  It’s  not  uncommon  for  Jim  Ragland  to  interrupt  this  work  to  listen  to  the  news.  In 
folded.  Many  days  their  phone  starts  fact,  the  Beirut  Baptist  School  principal  says  at  times  he  does  it  on  the  half  hour, 
ringing  at  5  a.m.  because  parents  The  Southern  Baptist  missionary's  students  and  staff  come  from  throughout  the  city 
want  to  know  if  overnight  Fighting  will  where  bombings  have  been  an  almost  daily  occurence  for  10  years  (BP)  PHOTO  By 

Don  Rutledge,  c  /  *'  !«■ 


close  school  that  day.  Or  teachers 
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SeminaryT College  and  School  Day 


The  ministries  of  Southern  Baptist  Through  all  the  years,  these  schools  denominational  affiliation.  There  are 
seminaries,  colleges,  and  schools  will  have  continued  to  provide  a  quality  multiplied  thousands  of  students,  and 
be  emphasized  Feb.  17  in  an  observa-  education  in  a  Christian  setting.  Their  the  colleges  seem  to  do  very  well  in- 
tion  spanning  the  nation.  It  is  an  an-  quality  and  their  Christian  witness  deed  to  maintain  their  witness  and  in 
nual  emphasis  when  attention  is  have  caused  them  to  continue  to  grow,  making  a  fine  education  available  to 
directed  toward  the  63  universities.  Their  growth  has  been  faster  than  them. 

colleges,  and  Bible  schools  that  are  Baptist  faculty  members  could  be  If  the  colleges  and  other  institutions 
owned  by  a  number  of  state  conven-  provided.  This  has  caused  some  are  in  error,  they  need  to  be  apprised 
lions  and  the  six  seminaries  and  a  Bi-  amount  of  complaint  from  time  to  of  it.  There  is  a  concerted  effort  at  this 
ble  school  that  Southern  Baptists  own.  time.  time  to  try  to  change  the  nature  of  tHe 

Three  of  those  colleges  are  in  It  is  true  that  with  the  passing  of  seminaries  and  some  of  the  colleges. 

^  Mississippi.  There  is  always  a  need  to  years,  the  colleges  have  made  The  attitude  seems  to  be  to  rule  or  to 
be  appreciative  of  their  work  and  in-  mistakes.  That  has  been  admitted,  destroy. 

fluence,  but  Feb.  17  is  a  particular  They  have  also  learned  as  the  years  If  changes  are  needed,  they  should 
time  to  call  attention  to  their  ministry,  have  rolled  along.  They  are  not  be  made.  The  institutions  should  not 
Southern  Baptist-related  institu-  perfect,  and  they  would  be  the  first  to  be  destroyed  in  the  process,  however, 
tions  of  higher  learning  have  been  ser-  admit  that.  They  come  about  as  near  These  seminaries,  colleges,  and 
ving  Southern  Baptists  almost  since  perfection  as  their  critics,  however;  schools  are  a  part  of  a  ministry  that 
the  beginning  of  the  convention’s  for-  and  they  probably  come  nearer  to  has  been  serving  Southern  Baptists 
mation.  Baylor  University,  the  college  perfection  than  any  other  institutions  for  140  years.  It  is  not  likely  that  any 
with  the  oldest  relationship  to  of  higher  learning  that  are  to  be  fouhd.  of  the  schools  have  suddenly  chang- 
Southern  Baptists,  was  established  in  They  have  many  problems.  Their  ed  their  nature  and  gone  sour. 

1845,  the  year  the  Southern  Baptist  students  come  from  the  homes  of  They  need  our  support,  and  they 

Convention  was  formed.  Mississippi  Southern  Baptists  in  the  nation,  and  need  our  prayers.  Southern  Baptist 

College  is  older  than  Baylor,  but  it  it  is  not  guaranteed  that  those  Seminary,  College,  and  School  Day  is 

didn’t  become  Baptist  affiliated  until  students  are  going  to  arrive  on  the  a  good  time  to  begin  providing  that 

a  short  time  .after  Baylor  was  campus  as  angels.  Because  they  do  support  and  those  prayers  if  they  How  many  have  left  those  schools  They  also  deserve  our  criticism  if  it’s 
founded.  provide  a  quality  education  in  a  Chris-  haven’t  been  forthcoming  already.  to  make  very  positive  and  profound  needed,  but  we  should  not  criticize 

Southern  Seminary,  the  oldest  of  the  tian  setting,  they  also  attract  students  Look  around.  How  many  products  of  marks  in  life?  something  that  we’re  not  willing  to 

six  seminaries,  was  established  in  from  other  denominational  groups  Baptist  schools  have  gone  haywire?  A  very  great  number.  support. 

1859.  These  institutions  have  had  long  and  from  families  that  have  no  Not  many.  Those  schools  deserve  our  support.  Let’s  support  our  Baptist  schools, 

and  distinguished  ministries.  They 
were  formed  primarily  to  provide  a 
means  of  educating  ministerial 
leaders,  but  they  were  never  limited 
to  that  group  in  their  student  bodies. 

Their  quality  education  provided  in  a 

Christian  setting  made  them  very  Sen.  Emerson  Stringer  of  Columbia  The  bill  is  designed  simply  to  bring  and  to  insist  that  it  be  taught  in  public 
popular,  and  they  grew.  Baylor,  the  has  introduced  a  bill  in  the  Mississippi  about  the  teaching  of  creationisin  schools  amounts  to  an  establishment 

largest,  now  has  almost  11,000  Senate  on  teaching  creationism.  It  is  when,  and  only  when,  evolution  is  of  a  religion,  which  is  contrary  to  the 

students.  Mississippi  College,  with  SB  2090.  I  have  to  admire  his  deter-  taught.  We  need  that.  First  Amendment  to  the  United  States 

3,207  last  semester,  is  the  largest  of  mination  and  persistence  in  continu-  Constitution.  I  would  not  argue  with 

the  Mississippi  Baptist  schools,  ing  to  insist  on  his  principle.  This  is  The  bill  mentions  scientific  crea-  that. 

Clarke  College  is  now  a  part  of  at  least  the  third  time  he  has  introduc-  tionism,  and  I  suppose  it  has  to  do  that 

Mississippi  College.  William  Carey  ed  such  a  bill.  It  has  been  assigned  to  to  have  a  chance  of  success.  I  am  not  I  would  insist,  however,  that  to  insist 

college  has  3,044  students,  and  Blue  the  Senate  Education  Committee.  fully  aware  of  the  meaning  of  scien-  on  the  teaching  of  the  theory  of  evolu- 

tific  creationism,  but  it  seems  to  me  tion  is  taking  a  position  in  denial  of  a 
that  there  is  no  more  danger  of  concept.of  creation  by  a  supreme  be- 
church-state  involvement  in  the  ing;  and  that,  then,  in  effect,  is  tak- 
teachingof  creationism  than  there  is  ing  a  position  exactly  opposite  that  of 
in  the  teaching  of  evolution.  Crea-  creationism.  If  the  teaching  of  crea¬ 
tionism  does  indeed  presume  the  ex-  tionism  is  establishing  a  religion  and 
istence  of  a  supreme  being  who  thus  is  a  violation  of  the  First  Amend- 
created  “all  matter,  energy,  and  life,  ment,  then  so  is  also  its  exact  opposite 
and  their  processes  and  relation-  a  violation  of  the  First  Amen^ent. 
ships.  . . Presumably,  the  courts  are  The  only  position  that  could  be  talcen 
saying  that  to  adhere  to  such  a  belief  that  would  not  be  in  violation  of  the 
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In  the  beginning 


First  Amendment,  if  creationism  is 
held  to  be  a  violation,  is  that  there  not 
be  any  teaching  on  beginning  of  any 
sort.  And  that’s  the  way  it  was  when 
I  was  in  public  school  in  Ttexas.  There 
was  never  any  mention  in  any  way  of 
the  beginning  of  things.  I  like  that  and 
think  it  is  the  way  we  should  approach 
the  matter  at  this  time. 

If  evolution  is  to  be  taught,  however, 
I  feel  it  is  mandatory  that  creationism 
be  taught  also. 

If  the  courts  are  going  to  continue 
to  rule  against  creationism  and  leave 
evolution  alone,  perhaps  someone 
should  sue  the  state  in  an  effort  to  get 
a  ruling  against  evolution.  It  is  only 
a  theory.  It  doesn’t  have  to  be  taught. 

y6s,  T’th  going  to  have  to  go  with 
Emerson  Stringer  on  this  one. 
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Guest  opinion 


A  few  words  on  criticism 


By  David  Spencer 

Probably  no  business  except  the  Christians  to  be  against  you.  Many  church  relationship  than  to  change  Tbstament  concept  of  “every  member 
government  has  as  many  critics  as  times  Christians  become  critical  of  our  priorities  and  relationship  with  ministry.” 

the  church.  Self-appointed  critics  the  Lord’s  church  by  questioning  the  God.  My  own  experience  with  critics  One  of  the  hardest  parts  of  being  on 
abound  both  outside  and  inside  the  church’s  progress,  its  leadership,  its  is  that  most  of  the  time  they  are  deep-  a  church  staff  is  living  with  the 
church.  Outside  there  are  those  who  theology,  its  spirituality,  and  its  ly  discouraged  with  their  own  Chris-  unrealistic  expectations  that  people 
criticize  the  church's  moral  stands  effectiveness.  tian  lives.  have  of  you.  Much  of  a  staff’s  time  is 

and  our  attempts  to  be  the  “salt  of  the  structured,  and  they  simply  do  not  sit 

earth,”  as  Jesus  told  us  we  had  to  be.  The  question  arises :  why  are  some  Another  reason  to  criticize  our  around  wishing  someone  would  call  in 
Those  outside  critics  constantly  look  Christians  so  critical  of  their  churches  churches  is  due  to  our  unrealistic  ex-  an  assignment, 
for  our  weaknesses  and  failures  so  today?  Many  times  the  underlying  pectations  of  what  the  church  ought  Church  services  and  meetings  re- 
that  they  can  point  them  out  to  the  reason  is  discontent  with  one’s  own  to  do  for  us.  We  live  in  a  time  when  quire  huge  amounts  of  preparation  for 
rest  of  the  world.  This  is  why  Jesus  spiritual  growth.  If  we’re  not  happy,  churches  )iave  grown  to  such  size  that  which  few  people  are  willing  to  grant 
said  we  must  be  ’’shrewd  as  serpents  productive  Christians,  we  find  it  full-time,  multiple  staffs  are  you  the  time.  There  simply  is  not 
dnd  innocent,  as  doves.”  easier  to  criticize  the  church  than  to  emjilqyed  in  many  places.  Somewhere  enough  time  in  the  week  to  do 

Inside  critics  bother  me  more  than  admit  that  something  is  wrong  in  our  we  decided  that  those  staff  members  everything  that  must  be  done.  Most 
outside  ones.  You  expect  the  world  to  lives.  In  our  “throw-away”  society  we  were  supposed  to  do  all  the  work  of  often  we  have  to  carry  on  the  regular 
be  against  you,  but  you  don’t  expect  have  found  it  easier  to  throw  away  our  ministry.  We’ve  lost  sight  of  the'New  (Continued  on  page  8) 
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Extremist  activity 


Jerusalem  Baptists 
suffer  antagonism 


100  aDartments  planned 


By  Art  Toalston 

JERUSALEM  (BP)~The  Narkis  times  and  later  removed  by  the  city 
Street  Baptist  Church  in  west  government  of  Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem  has  becorrie  a  target  of  The  congregation’s  request  also  has 
Yad  Lachim,  a  conservative  Jewish  prompted  one  unnamed  ultraconser- 
organization  antagonistic  toward  vative  Orthodox  Jewish  leader  to  tell 
Christianity  in  Israel.  the  Jerusalem  Post  that  his  political 

At  issue  are  the  congregation’s  party,  Shas,  will  withdraw  from  the 
rebuilding  plans  for  its  Narkis  Street  municipal  coalition  if  approval  for 
facility,  which  was  destroyed  in  an  rebuilding  is  granted. 

October  1982  fire  which  authorities  The  recent  misrepreserifations  of 
suspect  was  arson.  Lindsey  and  the  church  point  up  the 

A  Jan.  23  demonstration  on  Narkis  “intolerance  of  other  religious 
Street  organized  by  Yad  Lachim  has  groups”  by  Yad  Lachim  and  similar 
stirred  concern  because  it  was  pro-  organizations  which  use  “methods 
moted  throughout  Jerusalem  with  unbefitting  of  the  Jewish  people  and 
posters  misrepresenting  the  church’s  the  state  of  Israel,”  Ballenger  said, 
pastor,  Robert  Lindsey,  a  Southern  Such  organizations  do  not  reflect 
Baptist  representative  in  Israel  since  “the  people  with  whom  we  normally 
1944.  work  in  Israel  and  the  official  words 

About  100  people,  including  women, 

children,  and  teen-agers,  participated  received  from  government  leaders  on 
in  the  protest.  numerous  occasions 

“There  were  quotes  on  the  posters,  added.  expansion  project  Jan.  31. 

falsely  attribute  to  Robert  Lindsey,  But  extremists’  activity  against  The  coast  campus,  known  as 
misrepresenting  him  and  the  Christians  “seems  to  be  increasing  William  Carey  on  the  Coast,  will  add 
church,”  said  Isam  Ballenger,  and  their  influence  over  others  in 
Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Israel  may  be  increasing 
Board  director  for  Europe  and  the  “and  this  is  alarming.” 

Middle  East.  Ray  Hicks,  ad-  A  loudspeaker  was  u^ed  during  the  tivity  facilities,  and  faculty  offices, 
ministrator  for  Southern  Baptist  Jan.  23  demonstration,  and  one  ac-  The  23-acre  campus,  located  on  US. 
representatives  in  Israel,  relayed  the  tivist  was  quoted  as  declaring,  “This  Highway  90  in  Gulfport,  is  expected  to 
information  to  Ballenger.  ^  is  just  the  beginning  of  making  trou-  have  the  addition  and  renovations  possible  because  Wiley  and  Rodney  coast,”  as  he  said  friends  have  asked. 

One  sentence  on  the  Yad  Lachim  ble  in  this  area.”  Among  the  slogans  completed  by  Aug.  28,  the  start  of  the  Fairchild  and  people  like  Dumas  “We  have  no  mtention  except 

posters  quoted  Lindsey  as  saying,  on  the  protesters’  signs  were  “Get  fall  semester.  The  property,  purchas-  Smith  (another  benefactor)  .  .  .  are  strengthening  to  the  nth  degree” 

“Just  give  me  another  thousand  years  out,  (Jet  Out”  and  “There  is  no  room  ed  in  1976  for  $1  million,  was  estimated  investing  their  money  here.”  Carey’s  programs  both  in  Hattiesburg 

and  I’ll  make  them  (the  J.ews)  mis-  neighborhood  for  a  congrega-  Noonkester  said  the  building  pro-  and  Gulfport.  He  said  in  his  Hat- 

sionaries  to  the  whole  world.”  tional  church  and  center  which  is  mis-  -  -  gram  would  be  “really  at  cost,”  tiesburg  conference  that,  among  other 

The  Narkis  Street  Baptist  Church,  sionary.”  •  •  •  because  of  the  financing  plan.  developmental  projects,  the  Hat- 

founded  nearly  60  years  ago,  is  an  in-  ,p.  Hcensa  renortedlv  was  JVXiSSiSSiPDianS  Each  apartment  will  be  designed  to  tiesburg  campus  would  be  elevating 

temational,  English-language  con-  granted  in  the  name  of  ^e  or  more  •  l  •  accommodate  four  single  students  or  itsschoolofartsandsciencestoacol- 

gregation  of  about  350  people.  No  k..*  mot'll  a  married  couple  with  a  small  child.  lege  of  arts  and  sciences  and  shifting 

Lirges  were  tiled  in  Ihe^  which  Pei:?ons  m  the  cemmumty  but  glVC  mOrC  inOn  The  college  is  Jrojecling  a  75  percent  academic  vice  president  Milton 

gutted  the  49-year-old  chapel.  The  the  ^cinitv  did  not  oarticioS  and  flllV  OtVlPF  TTlfintll  occupancy  rate  during  the  1985-86  Wheeler  to  dean  of  the  new  college.  A 
church  since  has  met  in  a  tent-like  g.v»n  out.  OIIICI  lliUlllIi  academic  year.  Noonkester  said  new  vice  president  will  be  needed  to 

structure  on  the  site.  /.pnaina  ir,  onH  incinno  m*  d  .  *  «  .  a  cautiously  that  100  additional  residen-  coordinate  academic  programs  at  the 

The  church  also  was  the  target  of  fhnnt  a  Hnypn  lpni«M-  Mississippi  Baptists  ga  e  fujj.jjnje  students  were  expected  school’s  three  campuses.  The  third 

a  grenade  explosion  about  seven  nniw  wpfp  nn  hand  fn  maintain  in  the  fall,  along  with  25  additional  campus  is  the  School  of  Nursing 

years  ago;  office  windows  (rften  have  •  ^  budget  pla^  the  Cooperative  Pro-  fuu.tjme  commuting  students.  Carey  which  operates  in  New  Orleans  at 

been  smashed,  and  slogans  have  been  :  pam,  ac^rfing  to  an  announcemen  trustee  Andy  Rainey  added  that  he  Baptist  hospital, 

spray  painted  on  the  property  several  opposition  expr^-  by  Earl  Kelly,  exwutive  swretary-  the  additicmal  students  would  Noonkester  said  the  plan  to  make 

ed  against  us  by  ultraconseryative  treasurer  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  number  in  the  hundreds.  the  coast  campus  a  residential  facili- 

religious  people  from  time  to  time,  Convention  Board.  Presently,  approximately  350  ty  is  timed  to  precede  a  $40  million  en- 

^^lvillt00rS  I100ClCQ  Lindsey  said,  “but  we  also  have  had  The  total  ^ying  by  the  nearly  degree-seeking  students  are  enrolled  dowment  campaign  approved  by  the 
•  I  ^  •!  1  many  expressions  of  encouragement  churchy  which  paHicipate  in  the  coast  campus,  primarily  in  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  last 

in  tll0  vlidrinnCdn  by  neighbors  and  friends  who  con-  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  was  jjjght  classes,  according  to  James  November.  Carey’s  share  of  the  $40 

sider  our  church  to  be  a  very  positive  $1,904,875,  the  most  ever  given  in  one  Downey,  administraUve  dean  at  the  million  would  be  more  than  $11.5 

Women  who  can  give  instructions  in  part  of  the  neighborhood.  month.  coast  campus  since  1981.  million.  The  rest  goes  to  Mississippi 

homemaking  skills  are  needed  by  the  Ballenger  notified  the  Department  amount  was  a  41.3  percent  in-  undergraduate  arts  and  sciences  College,  Blue  Mountain  College,  and 

Foreign  Mission  Board!  Mrs.  state  after  being  alerted  about  over  January  giving  in  1^  degrees  are  offered,  nursing  classes,  (Continued  on  page  4) 

1 _ Ah _ _ O _ aU _ r> _ Al^A  ®  ...or.  OAO  A^n  «rir4  KkAfVimc  iKkA  ®  »  O  ’  ■-  o 


William  Carey  College  has  an-  by  locals  to  be  worth  around  $10 
nounced  plans  to  make  its  coast  cam-  million. 

pus  into  a  full  time  residential  day  Fairchild  Construction  Company  of 
school,  according  to  President  Ralph  Hattiesburg,  operated  by  Rodney  and 
Nopnkester.  Wiley  Fairchild,  benefactors  of  the 

Noonkester  made  the  announce-  college,  will  build  the  $2.2  million 
ment  at  press  conferences  in  Hat-  apartment  complex  and  will  do  the 
of  welcome  and  cooperation  we  have  tiesburg  and  Gulfport  Friday,  noting  renovation  work  also  which  is  ex- 

that  the  school’s  brard  of  trustees  amd  pected  to  cost  about  $200,000. 

Bhllenger  board  of  development  approved  the  Noonkester  said  the  college  will  be 

making  a  lease-purchase  agreement 
with  the  Fairchilds  so  that  immediate 
construction  can  begin.  He  said  the 
100  units  of  two-bedroom  apartments  financing  plan  was  identical  to  that 
”  he  said,  and  will  renovate  existing  buildings  already  going  with  the  Fairchilds  in  as  well  as  the  M.B.A.,  and  some  other 
for  additional  classroom,  student  ac-  building  a  dormitory  and  cafeteria  on  graduate  courses. 

the  Hattiesburg  campus.  Noonkester  Noonkester,  in  his  announcement 
said  that  “This  immediate  arrange-  noted  that  William  Carey  College  will 
ment  for  construction  here  is  only  not  be  “picking  up  and  moving  to  the 
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Where  is  Annie  going? 
HMB  tells  in  detail 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  -  The  1985 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering 
goal,  set  for  $30  million,  will  be 
distributed  in  three  major  areas;  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  field  ministries,  special 
projects  and  advance  in  critical 
areas. 

The  largest  allocation,  $20.5  million, 
supports  missionaries  and  field 
ministries.  These  are  ongoing  and 
continuing  ministries,  and  contain 
eight  areas:  evangelism  projects, 
church  extension,  Christian  social 
ministries,  language  missions,  inter¬ 
faith  witness,  black  church  relations, 
chaplaincy  ministries  and  associa- 
tional  n:ussions. 

.  Evangelism  projects  total  $1,687,000 
and  will  support  the  work  of 
evangelism  directors  in  37  state  con¬ 
ventions,  Iowa  and  Puerto  Rico,  and 
ministries  aimed  at  evangelizing  the 
lost  people  in  the  United  States. 

A  total  of  $4,360,000  will  be  receiv-i 
ed  by  church  extension  to  support  the 
work  of  nearly  1,500  church  starters, 
church  starter  strategists,  mission 
pastors  and  church  planter  appren¬ 
tices.  The  funding  will  also  provide 
assistance  to  churches  who  cannot  af¬ 
ford  to  support  a  pastor,  and  will  work 
toward  the  goal  of  starting  1,400  new 
churches  in  15  years. 

Christian  social  ministries  will 
receive  $3.09  million  to  support  the 
work  of  more  than  300  missionaries 
serving  in  Baptist  centers,  weekday 
ministries,  youth  and  family  services 
and  literacy  missions.  This  amount 
will  supplement  state  conventions’  re¬ 
quests  for  disaster  and  hunger  relief. 

More  than  1,300  language  missions 
personnel  are  supported  through  the 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering. 
The  1985  offering  allocation  provides 
$6.6  million  for  this  area,  as  language 
missionaries  witness  to,  minister  to, 
and  start  new  churches  for^  of  the 
more  than  200  different  ethnic  groups 


^sketball _ 

tourney 

slated 

The  Mississippi  Baptist  State  Men’s 
Basketball  Iburnament  will  have  its 
second  tipoff  in  its  young  history  Feb. 
15  and  16  in  Jackson. 

Sixteen  teams  from  around  the 
state  will  play  first  round  and  quarter 
final  games  at  First  Church,  Clinton, 
and  Alta  Woods  Church,  Jackson, 
beginning  at  6  p.m.  Friday. 

The  quarter  final  games  will  begin 
at  8  a.m.  on  Saturday  at  each  site.  The 
final  four  combatants  will  square  off 
for  the  semi-finals  and  finals  at 
Mississippi  College  The  semis  will  be 
played  at  11:15  a.m.  and  12:30  p.m. 
The  consolation  game  will  be  started 
at  about  3:15  p.m. 

The  championship  game  will  get 
underway  at  4:45  p.m.  and  will  be 
broadcast  live  over  WHJT-FM  93  in 
Clinton.  TYophies  will  be  presented  at 
half  time  of  the  Mississippi  College 
men’s  game  on  Saturday  night. 


By  Barbara  Denman 

in  America.  Language  missions  per¬ 
sonnel,  through  the  offering,  work 
with  seamen  in  36  ports  and  with  in¬ 
ternationals  in  406  churches,  at  the 
United  Nations  and  among  diplomats 
in  Washington,  D.C. 

The  $370,000  allocated  to  the  pro¬ 
gram  of  interfaith  witness  supports 
national  consultants,  three  regional 
directors  and  department  personnel 
as  they  lead  conferences  to  acquaint 
_Southern  Baptists  with  other  faiths 
and  to  improve  Skills  in  interfaith 
witnessing.  The  offering  supplements 
the  production  and  distribution  of 
pamphlets  and  brochures  designed  to 
summarize  beliefs  of  other  groups 
and  aid  Baptists  in  witnessing  to  other 
faith  groups. 

Black  church  relations  projects  will 
receive  $1,025,000  to  support  79  mis¬ 
sions  personnel  who  help  churches 
develop  ministries  to  blacks  and  start 


Largest  allocation  goes  to 
missionaries,  field  ministries. 


black  Southern  Baptist  churches.  The 
money  will  assist  six  Black  student 
workers  on  predominately  black  cam¬ 
puses  and  provide  training  con¬ 
ferences  to  equip  workers. 

A  sum  of  $205,000  is  allocated 
through  chaplaincy  ministries  to  en¬ 
dorse  and  provide  services  for  more 
than  1,700  hospital,  institutional, 
business/industrial  and  military 
chaplains.  The  amount  will  fund  the 
development  of  volunteer  chaplaincy 
programs,  provide  orientation  and 
training  for.  Southern  Baptist 
chaplains  and  provide  ministry  to 
military  personnel  and  their  families. 

The  $3,163,000  designated  for 
associational  missions  will  assist  in 
the  support  of  nearly  375  missions  per¬ 
sonnel.  The  division  relates  to  1,200 
associations  and  900  directors  of  mis¬ 
sions  as  the  association  assists  chur¬ 
ches  and  serves  as  the  hub  of  Baptist 
witness  in  a  community. 

The  second  major  distribution  of 
the  offering  is  $3.5  million  for  33 
special  short-term  projects  that  are 
not  part  of  the  HMB’s  ongoing  work. 
These  projects  usually  have  a  ter¬ 
mination  point  involve  people,  but  not 
career  missionaries. 

The  33  projects  include  funding  of 
summer  student  missionaries, 
$560,000,  and  US-2  missionaries, 
$450,000.  Each  year  a  number  of 
students  and  US-2ers  are  placed  on 
the  mission  field  to  assist  mis¬ 
sionaries  with  their  work  load. 

A  sum  of  $30,000  is  allocated  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  1966  simultaneous  revivals, 
“Good  News,  America,  God  Loves 
You.”  In  the  past,  the  number  of  bap¬ 
tisms  in  the  SBC  increased  when  na¬ 
tionwide  revivals  were  held. 

But,  according  to  Richard  Harris, 
director,  HMB  mass  evangelism 
department,  the  goal  of  the  revivals 
is  not  numbers.  “It  is  not  our  desire 
simply  to  swell  baptism  records.  We 
are  most  concerned  with  reaching  the 
lost  with  the  Good  News  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour.”  < 


Other  areas  of  funding  include  stu¬ 
dent  work  at  U.S.  service  academies, 
$30,000;'  a  consultant  on  multifamily 
housing,  $30,000;  a  consultant  on 
disaster  relief  and  hunger,  $15,000; 
and  a  consultant  for  mega¬ 
metropolitan  areas,  $20,000. 

A  sum  of  $630,000  is  budgeted  to  in¬ 
crease  missionaries’  salaries.  Gerald 
Palmer,  HMB  vice-president  for  mis¬ 
sions,  explained  the  allocation  saying, 
“This  increase  for  Annie  Armstrong 
Easter  Offering,  as  well  as  funds  from 
the  Cooperative  Pre^ram,  represents 
a  priority  commitment  of  the  HMB  to 
upgrade  our  missionaries’  salaries.” 

A  total  of  $100,000  will  provide  WMU 
assistance  in  newer  areas  of  the  con¬ 
vention  and  $15,000  provides  a  WMU 
worker  with  black  churches. 

The  third  major  area  allocates  $6 
million  for  advance  in  critical  areas. 
This  area  expands  the  present  HMB 
work  in  missions  and  evangelism. 

It  includes  $2  million  to  increase 
missionary  personnel;  $1  million  to 
implement  strategies  for  a  new  mis¬ 
sion  work;  and  $1.5  million  to  meet 
needs  in  large  metropolitan  areas. 

All  three  major  areas  of  funding 
have  priorities.  Needs  in  missionary 
and  field  ministries,  and  special  pro¬ 
jects  are  designated  high  priority.  On¬ 
ly  after  these  are  met  does  the  re¬ 
maining  money  fund  critical  needs. 

.If  the  1985  goal  is  exceeded,  the 
money  will  fund  additional  short-term 
projects  in  missions  and  evangelism. 

Barbara  Denman  writes  for  HMB. 


MC  BSU  plans 
religious  services 

'The  MississipfH  College  Baptist  Stu¬ 
dent  Union  will  sponsor  Spiritual 
Enrichment  Week  March  18-20  with 
four  guest  personalities  coming  to  the 
campus  for  special  programs  and 
seminars. 

Nick  Foster,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  will 
be  the  keynote  speaker  for  the  week. 
“Foster  has  been  the  guest  speaker 
for  other  student  organizations,  in¬ 
cluding  a  convention  for  missionary 
kids.”  says  BSU  director.  Weaver 
McCracken.  Foster  will  be  doing  what 
he  calls  “Grinspiration.” 

Milt  Hughes  from  the  National  Stu¬ 
dent  Ministries  Office  at  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board  in  Nashville, 
Tn.,  will  lead  a  three  day  seminar  on 
“Sharing.”  The  seminar  will  be 
geared  toward  teaching  students  how 
to  share  their  faith  more  effectively. 
Hughes  has  been  a  prolific  writer  of 
Bible  study  and  Sunday  School 
material  for  college  students. 

Bruce  Fields  will  direct  music  on 
Monday,  March  18^  Fields  is  a 
Mississippi  College  graduate  and  a 
youth  minister  at  First  Church, 
Biloxi. 

On  Wednesday,  March  20,  HIS 
Players,  a  drama  group,  will  perform 
in  chapel.  The  group  will  also  direct 
a  drama  workshop  Wednesday  after¬ 
noon,  and  will  give  a  performance 
that  night. 


Ministerial  . 
marathon^ 


The  members  of  Wellman  Baptist 
Church  in  the  Brookhaven  communi¬ 
ty  are  proud  of  their  pastor,  Steve 
Smith.  Steve  completed  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Marathon  (26  miles,  385  yards)  Dec. 
1  in  a  very  respectable  three  hours 
and  12  minutes  And  as  far  as  the 
members  can  tell,  theirs  is  the  first 
Southern  Baptist  preacher  in 
Mississippi  to  accomplish  this  feat. 

Following  the  Mississippi  Cham¬ 
pionship  race,  Steve  got  up  the  next 
Sunday,  at  5  a.m.,  while  the  memory 
of  the  race  was  still  fresh  on  his  mind, 
and  wrote  what  members  termed  one 
of  the  most  dynamic  sermons  ever 
heard  at  Wellman.  Steve  usdd 
Hebrews  12:1-2  for  his  text.  His  ser¬ 
mon  title  was  “The  Reality  of  the 
Race.”  In  his  sermon,  he  challenged 
his  church  members  by  paralleling  a 
marathon  race  with  the  Christian  life. 
His  challenge  was  for  them  not  to  just 
stand  on  the  sidelines  and  cheer  on 
those  participating,  but  to  prepare 
and  participate  in  the  Christian  race 
also. 

If  you  ask  Steve  why  he  runs  so  far, 
he’ll  give  you  answers  like,  “I  believe 
God  wants  us  to  be  at  our  very  best 
physically  as  well  as  spiritually.” 
‘These  bodies  are  only  lent  to  us  for 
a  short  time,  they  belong  to  God.”  “I 
have  more  energy  and  endurance  in 
which  to  serve  my  congregation  by 
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keeping  in  good  physical  condition.” 
And,  “my  time  alone  with  God  every 
morning  on  my  runs  has  become  so 
special,  I  would  hate  to  start  a  day 
without  that  fellowship.” 


Carey  plans  upgrading 


(Continued  from  page  3) 
the  Baptist  Children’s  Village.  He 
noted  also  that  the  college  is  operating 
on  a  balanced  budget. 

Nomikester  pointed  out  that  William 
Carey  College  is  South  Mississippi’s 
only  private  accredited  college  In  his 
press  conference  he  said  “The  only 


possibility  for  the  expansion  of  any 
college  in  Mississippi  right  now,  in  the 
midst  of  all  the  consolidation  talk,  is 
on  the  Gulf  Coast.”  He  added,  “That’s 
where  the  people  are  and  the  need  ex¬ 
ists  there  for  a  fully-developed  tradi¬ 
tional,  accredited  day  program  for 
juniors  and  seniors.” 


EQUITABLE’S  ULTIMATE 
100% 

MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 

Companion  700  High  Option  Pian 
Hdps  pay  for  what  Medicare  doesn’t  pay  —  Benefits  for: 

•  Hospital,  nurses  and  first  three  pints  of  blood.  , 

•  All  Medicare,  Part  A,  deductiUes  for  hospitalization 

•  100%  of  eligible  hospital  charges  beycHid  Medicare, 
Part  A,  for  an  additional  365  days 

•  Physicians  and  Surgeons  expense  benefit,  payable  in 
or  out  of  bospital 

•  Skill  Nursing  Home  or  EIxtended  Care  Facility 

•  Prescription  Drugs  &  Medicines  at  Home  (B.d.rteme.t-71) 

For  Full  Information  Phone  9244442 

Or  Fill  out  Coupon  and  Mail  to: 

Equitable  Life  and  Casualty  Ins.  Co. 

'  Hutton  Insurance  Agency 

P.O.  Box  2<ttS7,  Jackson,  MS  StSN 
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Stroat  _ i. _ _  _  ^  _ 

City - -  Stata  _ 
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Witch  issue 
up  in  air 


naptists  can  can  tree 
for  VIM  prayer  requests 


Jueen’ s  Court  theme  is 
Make  Love  Your  Aim’ 


WIESBADEN,  West  Germany 
(EP)  —  The  West  German  federal 
state  of  Hesse  has  finally  decided 
who  is  responsible  for  witches  in 
the  region.  A  recent  study  on  the 
activities  of  new  religious  groups, 
cults,  and  “magic  circles,” 
prompted  Hesse’s  parliament  in 
Wiesbaden  to  examine  which 
government  agency  should 
regulate  witchcraft. 

Initially  it  was  assumed  that  the 
Forest  Minister  would  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  witches,  since  “witches 
live  in  forests.”  Later  the  Minister 
of  Justice  was  considered  respon¬ 
sible  since  many  witches  circles 
are  registered  at  municipal  courts. 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  —  Southern  Volunteers  in  Missions  Program. 
Baptists  can  give  specific  prayer  sup-  Home  and  foreign  missionaries  have 
port  to  laypeople  volunteering  in  mis-  requested  more  than  60,000  volunteers 
sions  work  by  calling  special  toll  free  in  1985. 

numbers  during  February.  Southern  Baptist  volunteers  are  us- 

These  direct  lines  to  the  Home  and  ing  their  various  skills  and  talents  to 
Foreign  Mission  Boards  are  being  meet  hundreds  of  different  needs  on 
made  available  in  conjunction  with  the  mission  fields, 
the  February  24  SBC  Volunteers  in  Studies  made  by  the  SBC  mission 
Missions  Sunday  emphasis.  boards  show  that  the  volunteers 

February  9-24,  the  numbers  to  call  generally  return  from  missions 
for  specific  prayer  requests  concern-  assignments  with  a  deeper  commit- 
ing  volunteers  in  missions  will  be:  ment  to  prayer,  evangelism,  and 
1-800-554-PRAY  for  home  missions  sacrificial  giving, 
prayer  requests  and  1-800-446-2725  for  Volunteers  in  Missions  Sunday  is 
foreign  missions  prayer  requests.  designed  to  give  churches  an  appor- 
People  in  Georgia  wishing  to  call  tunity  to  recognize  people  in  their  con- 
the  home  missions  number  should  gregations  who  have  been  on 
dial  1-800-282-SEEK.  Virginia  callers  volunteer  assignments.  The  day  will 
to  the  foreign  missions  Une  should  dial  also  Highlight  world  needs,  and 
1-800-554-7729.  challenge  church  members  to  become 

Approximately  50,000  Southern  personally  involved  in  a  hands-on  mis- 
Baptists  have  served  on  the  home  and  sjons  experience, 
foreign  mission  fields  through  the 


Queens’  Court,  a  celebration  for  Ac- 
teens,  is  coming  to  Camp  Garaywa 
the  weekend  of  March  1-3.  The  Court 
is  for  Acteens,  ages 
12-17,  who  have 
completed  one 
level  of  Studiact  — 

Acteens  Individual 
Achievement  Plan 
—  since  the  last 
time  they  attended 
Queens’  Court. 

Theme  for  the 
weekend  is  “Make 


McAllister 


McLemore 


a  long  dress  for  the  banquet  Saturday 
night,  a  dress  for  Sunday  worship,  and 
casual  clothes  for  Friday  and  Satur¬ 
day.  Bring  a  Bible,  notebook,  and 
pen.” 

Activities  will  begin  with  registra¬ 
tion  at  5  p.m.  on  Friday,  March  1  and 
conclude  with  lunch  on  Sunday, 
March  3. 


Burroughs 


But  Ulrich  Steger,  the  Minister 


for  Economy  of  Hesse,  says  “  the 
witches  belong  to  me.”  Steger  notes 
that  witches  prefer  to  fly  through 
the  air;  his  ministry  controls 
Hesse’s  air  traffic. 


State  Baptist  religious 
educators  going  to  Bilox) 


Workshops 
will  t^ach 
video  startup 


Larry  and  Cheryl  Cox 

This  group  will  be 


Love  Your  Aim 

the  first  Acteens  to  use  the  new 
multipurpose  building  at  the  camp. 

Special  program  guests  will  be 
Esther  Burroughs,  Sue  McAllister, 

Jenny  McLemore,  Larry  and  Cheryl 
Cox,  Mildred  Crider,  Cathy  Diaz,  Two  video  production  workshops  sponsoreu  uy  me  uosi_ 

Marilyn  Hopkins,  and  Ricky  Young,  are  planned  for  Feb.  25-26  in  Clinton  Mississippi  Baptist 

Esther  Burroughs  is  assistant  and  Laurel  by  the  Broadcast  Services  Christian  Action  Commi^ioi^  the 
director  of  Special  Mission  Ministries  Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  conference  is  deigned  to  help  Chris- 
Department  of  the  Home  Mission  Convention  Board.  A  shorter  con-  parenfo  understand  and  CTercise 
Board,  Atlanta.  She  correlates  and  ference  is  planned  at  the  rescheduled  God^  grace  in 

leqds  the  ministries  of  mission  youth  Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelism-Bible  according  to  conference 

groups  and  Sojourners,  mission  action  Conference,  March  12  at  First  Church,  Jcader  and  commission  executive 
programs  for  high  school  groups,  and  Greenville. 

individuals.  She  also  gives  leadership  The  two  dates  and  places  are  Feb.  seminar  will  be  from  7-9  p.m. 

and  direction  to  Baptist  Campus  25  at  Mississippi  College’s  Learning  ^  Friday,  and  8  a.m.  to  noon. 
Ministries  and  Woman’s  Missionary  Resources  Center,- Clinton;  and  Feb.  .  ,  i..  »  rn.  ■ 

Union  relationships.  f  26  at  First  Church,  Laurel.  Both  will  Regisfoation  f^  ^yable  to  Temple 

Sute  McAllister,  who  will  lead  the  Bi-  take  place  6:30  p.m.-9:30  p.m.  Baptist  Ch|^h,  is  ^  per  couple  Child 

ble  sti^dy,  is  minister  of  youth  at  Har-  Topics  of  the  workshops  will  be  to  junior  high  age  will  be  pro- 

risburg  Church,  'Tupelo.  “How  to  Get  Started  in  'Television  —  ,  .•  j 

Jenny  McLemore,  music  assistant  Selecting  Equipment,”  to  be  led  by  Additional  informationandr^iva- 
at  First  Church,  Jackson,  will  lead  in  Edward  “Buck”  Winter,  director  of  ^  ^  contacting 

musical  fun  and  worship.  She  is  a  production  at  First  Church,  Hat-  ^ 

native  of  Montgomery,  Ala.  tiesburg;  “Local  Programming  for  Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  544-17M.  For  infor- 

Larry  and  Cheryl  Cox  are  mis-  the  Local  ACTS  and  Cable  Outlet,”  to 
sionaries  in  Bourkina  Fasso,  former-  be  led  by  Billy  Lytal  of  Mississippi  Grace  contact  the  Christian  Ac- 

ly  Upper  Volta.  He  is  an  agricultural’  retSlcgev-cmd  Work  of  Commit- 
evangelist.  tees  with  the  Local  ACTS  Board,”  to  n'  • 

Mildred  Crider,  director  of  be  led  by  Farrell  Blankenship,  MbCB  rpLiltQ  nf* 

counselor  education  at  Mississippi  Broadcast  Services  director,  i  i  cIJUlp.  lllcd  U1 

College,  will  lead  a  small  group  con-  ACTTS  is  American  Christian 'Televi-  forffiVfellCSS 

ference  Saturday  on  “Dealing  with  sion  System,  a  television  network  O'  / . . 

Parents.”  operated  by  the  Southern  Baptist  ,i  VATICAN  Cl'TY  Pope  John 

Ricky  Young,  student  at  Mississip-  Radio  and  'Television  Commission!  Paul  rebutted  a  belief  held  by  FTo- 
pi  College,  will  lead  the  music  on  Sun-  The  shorter  conference  during  the  testants  and  a  growing'. nuibfeer  of 
day  morning.  Evangelism-Bible  Conference  will  be  Catholics  when  he  dismissed  the 

Special  guests  for  the  formal  ban-  offered  at  9:55  a  m.,  and  repeated  at  “widespread  idea  that  one  can  obtain 
quet  Saturday  evening  at  6  are  Cathy  2:45  p.m.  'The  topic,  t»#be  led  by  forgiveness  directly  from  God.”  The 
Diaz  and  Marilyn  Hopkins.  Miss  Diaz,  Blankenship,  will  be  “Communicating  pontiff  urged  Catholics  to  confess 
vocalist  and  pianist  from  Jackson,  the  Gospel : 'Through  Local  Television  more  often  to  their  priests, 
will  give  a  mini-concert.  She  was  a  Programming.”  In  a  138-page  “apostolic  exhorta- 

vocalist  at  the  National  Acteens  Con-  Help  will  be  given  in  ideas  for  local  tion,”  the  pontiff  called  for  “the 
vention.  Fort  Worth,  'Tex.,  in  July  1984.  television  programming  and  setting  restoration  of  a  proper  sense  of  sin,” 
Miss  Hopkins  will  be  the  featured  up  a  television  ministry  to  com-  and  said  individual  confession  to  a 
speaker.  She  is  from  Clinton  and  is  a  municate  the  gospel.  priest  was  “the  only  ordinary  and  nor- 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Religious  of  a  Minister,  and  Getting  on  Top  x 

Education  Association  will  feature  Your  Work.  'Taylor  is  a  Nashvill 

John  Sullivan,  Brooks  Faulkner,  Bob  based  youth  worker  seminar  leader 

'Taylor,  and  Roy  Kornegay  at  its  an-  And  Kornegay  is  minister  of  educa 

nual  meeting  next  month.  tion  at  First  Church,  Amarillo. 

T-  •  11  *  ./I  u  n  Several  vendors  will  have  displays 

The  association  will  meet  March  7-9  _ _ _ • _ i  j-  n 

,  „  j  ,  u  .  »*  *  I  at  the  conference,  including  the  Bap 

at  Howard  Johnsons  Motor  Inn  in  _ *  »•  hu  _ 

_...  list  Book  Store.  Activities  will  be  pro- 

'  vided  for  spouses  and  child  care  for 

Sullivan,  is  pastor  of  Broadmoor  preschoolers  will  also  be  provided. 

Baptist  Church,  Shreveport,  and  a  Ti)  register  and  to  pay  $20  annual 

former  first  vice  president  of  the  membership  fees,  write  A.  V.  Wind- 

Southern  Baptist  Convention,  ham,  at  Hillcrest  Baptist  Church, 

Faulkner  is  supervisor  of  the  career  Jackson,  39212.  There  will  be  a  $10 

guidance  section  of  the  Baptist  Sun-  spouse  fee  to  cover  activities.  Nearly 

day  School  Board.  He  is  the  author  of  150  persons  attended  last  year’s 

Burnout  in  Ministry,  Stress  in  the  Life  meeting. 


NORTHWEST  FLORIDA 

sponsored  by  Pensacola  Bay  Baptist  Association 

FEBRUARY  25-26,  1985 

PREACHING  BY 

Harper  Shannon  Dale  Patterson 

Bailey  Smith 

Charles  Freeman  C.  E.  Autrey 

Paul  Brooks  Junior  Hill 

.  MUSIC  BY 
Leon  Westerhouse 

100  voice  choir  and  orchestra— East  Brent  Baptist  Church 
100  voice  choir  and  orchestra— Olive  Baptist  Church 
Plus  other  groups,  soloists,  and  great  congregational  musici 

SESSIONS 

Feb.  25  6:45  p.m.  Feb.  26  9:30  a.m. 

2:00  p.m. 
6:45  p.m. 

East  Brent  Baptist  Church  Olive  Baptist  Church 

(Take  Exit  No.  5  off  1-10  E.  or  W  (Take  Exit  No,  5  oH  1-10  E.  or  W, 

4801  North  Davis  Highway  ’/»  mile  north  of  I-10  at 

Church  is  2-3  miles  south  of  1-10)  Davis  Highway  and  Olive  Road) 


For  more  information  phone  (904)  434-0243 


baptist  degrees  offer 
ideal  preparation” 


Thttrsd»y.  Febniary  14.  1888 
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By  Lonnie  Wilkey 

ATLANTA  (BP)— Southern  Baptist  have  been  dropped  at  most 
college  and  seminary  degrees  offer  seminaries  due  to  .addition  of  more 
the  “ideal  preparation”  for  the  ministry  courses,  Ashcraft  said,  “It 
ministry,  according  to  seminary  ad-  would  be  a  signal  achievement  for 
ministrator  Morris  Ashcraft.  pre-theological  students  to  study* 

Ashcraft,  academic  dean  at  Greek  or  Hebrew  before  coming  to 
Southeastern  Seminary,  Wake  seminary.  This  would  pose  no  pro- 
Forest,  N.C.,  spoke  during  the  mid-  blems  in  duplication  in  seminaries 
year  meeting  of  the  Association  of  which  do  not  use  some  of  their  hours 
Southern  Baptist  Colleges  and  for  required  language  study.” 
Schools.  Ashcraft  dispelled  several  “myths” 

A  member  of  the  association’s  ar-  regarding  theological  education  in- 
ticulation  committee,  Ashcraft  eluding  the  notion  pre-theological 
discussed  common  issues  confronting  students  should  not  major  in  religion. 
Baptist  colleges  and  seminaries  in-  This  myth,  he  said,  has  been 
eluding  their  relationships  to  each  prevalent  “since  I  was  a  college  stu- 
other  and  duplication  of  ministerial  dent.” 

education  at  both  levels.  “In  seminaries  we  need  more,  not 

Ashcraft  does  not  view  duplication  fewer  students  who  have  majored  in 
of  courses  as  a  serious  problem.  “I  pre-theological  studies.  We  can  adjust 
hear  almost  no  complaints  on  the  our  curriculums  to  meet  their  needs 
seminary  campus  about  duplicating  if  they  come  better  prepared,”  he 
courses.”  ,  said.  He  noted  50  percent  of  seminary 

Survey  courses  in  the  Old  and  New  students  currently  “come  from  Bap- 
Testament,  he  said,  are  the  ones  most  tist  colleges.  ” 
often  “alleged”  to  overlap.  “These  “In  my  judgement,  those  of  us  in 
areas  of  study  are  so  broad  that  no  seminaries  must  recognize  and  take 
amount  of  study  will  exhaust  the  con-  action  to  make  known  that  the  ideal 
That  grows  as  high  as  tent.  Professors  teach  in  such  dif-  preparation  for  the  student  intending 

the  eye  can  see  ferent  ways  that  duplication  may  not  to  engage  in  ministry  in  a  Southern 

be  as  serious  as  we  think.”  Baptist  setting  could  find  no  better 

There  aren’t  any  leaves  Ashcraft  acknowledged  concerns  route  than  a  baccalaureate  degree 

where  leaves  should  be  regarding  giving  seminary  credit  for  from  a  Baptist  college  or  university 

__college  courses.  He  said  all  and  a  graduate  degree  from  a  Baptist 
But  hearts  and  flowers  seminaries  give  “advanced standing”  seminary.” 

just  for  you  and  me  but  place  barriers  to  discourage  this  ^  Wilkey  writes  for  the  Education 

—  Veree  by  Valerie  practice.  Many  students,  he  noted,  do  Commission, 
not  apply  for  this  process  either 

because  of  the  barriers  or  because  (^|£^  buVS  blocks 

they  simply  want  to  “take  over”  basic  - - ^ - 

courses.  GRAND  CAYMAN— A  church  in 

His  only  solution  would  be  for  the  Grenada  received  a  “blockbuster”  of 
seminaries  to  provide  a  two-track  a  gift  last  Christmas.  Concrete  blocks, 
program  which  would  require  First  Baptist  Church  of  Grand 
graduates  of  non-Baptist  colleges  to  Chyman  in  the  Caribbean  contributed 
take  additional  courses  in  order  to  its  $1,710  Christmas  offering  to  pur- 
complete  a  seminary  degree.  chase  the  blocks  to  help  build  the 

Because  language  requirements  church  at  Grand  Bacolet  on  Grenada. 


The  village  churches  of 
Puckett,  Mississippi  ■ 


The  quaint  churche^stand  proudly  there, 
Where  two  highways  cross  and  meet ; 
Thoughts  are  cast  on  the  rural  scene. 
And  benedictions  low  and  sweet. 

Trees  have  shed  their  coats  of  green. 
Amid  two  steeples  hoisted  high. 

Where  humble  folks  build  their  faith. 

And  hope  points  toward  the  sky. 


Roots  are  deep  in  the  village  soil. 

All  grounded  in  their  homeward  sign ; 
Where  two  houses  of  worship  stand. 

In  reverence  still  and  grace  divine; 

Some  folks  journey  from  miles  away, 

To  worship  with  their  homefolks  there, 

Tb  hear  God’s  Word  and  sing  God’s  praise. 
That  ends  in  blissful  prayer. 


-O- 

Hearts  and  flowers 

In  Make-Believe  Land 
There’s  A  Valentine  Tree 


God  in  ways  has  blessed  the  folks. 

Who  have  entered  the  doors  open  wide. 
Where  love  and  kindness  dwell  within. 
And  pasting  faith  and  peace  abide; 
Many  who  entered  have  now  gone  on, 
'To  a  home  not  built  on  shifting  sand; 
JVIost  were  tillers  of  the  soil. 

With  foundations  in  the  Promised  Land 


Bessie  Grantham 
Richland 


Heart’s  desire 


Late  winter 

Oh.  the  long  and  dreary  Winter 
Oh,  the  cold  and  cruel  Winter! 


The  overwhelming  desire  of  my  heart. 
The  supreme  motivation  of  my  deeds. 

The  compelling  urge  of  my  thoughts, 

Tlie  sustaining  energy  of  my  body. 

Is  to  be  found  well-pleasing  in  thy  sight. 
When  I  fail  in  this  one  all-important  point 
My  heart  is  heavy. 

My  deeds  are  pointless. 

My  thoughts  are  muddled. 

My  body  is  weary. 

But  when  I  am  acceptable  to  thee. 

My  heart  sings. 

My  deeds  fructify. 

My  thoughts  clarify. 

My  body  takes  wings. 

Please  help  me  to  be 

All  you  want  me  to  be.  _ 

—Clarence  Cutrell 
Jackson 


H.  W.  Longfellow,  Hiawatha  (1855) 


200  preachers  consider  overseas 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)— More  than  200  Southern  Baptist  preachers 
asked  to  explore  the  possibility  of  overseas  service  last  year  as  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board  moved  to  sharpen  its  focus  on  general  evangelists.’ 

Most  of  them  already  have  attended  seminary  and  either  have  com¬ 
pleted  or  nearly  completed  the  pastoral  experience  necessary  to  be  ap¬ 
pointed  a  Southern  Baptist  foreign  missionary,  said  John  Floyd,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  board’s  newly  formed  missionary  enlistment  department. 

About  half  of  the  overseas  job  requests  for  this  year  are  for  general 
evangelists.  Last  year  about  315  general  evangelists  were  requested;  68 
were  appointed  or  reappointed.  In  the  United  States  95  percent  of  the 
world’s  evangelical  preachers  ministers  to  five  percent  of  the  world’s 
population. 


ACTS  goes 
to  Memorial 


Mississippian  becomes  editor 

NASHVILLE  —  Michael  J.  Mitchell  master  of  divinity  degree  from  New 
Sr,  a  former  Mississippi  pastor,  has  Orleans  Baptist  Theoiogical 
joined  the  Southern  Baptist  Sunday  Seminary. 

School  Board  as  an 
editor  the  Con- 

^^^^^X^ention  Uniform  CoUdIc  murdcred 
^^^■^^^^■and  Bible  Book 

adult  curriculum  BAGUIOCITY.Philippines(EP)  — 
section  of  the  Sun-  A  missionary  couple  serving  with 
day  School  Depart-  Youth  With  a  Mission  ( YWAM )  in  the 
ment.  Philippines  were  murdered  in  an  ap- 

He  was  pastor  of  parent  burglary  late  last  week..accor- 
Wm  ^^^Hljayess  Church,  ding  to  Philippine  authorities. 

Mitchell  Jayess,  Miss..  Michael  Shelling.  34,  and  his  wife, 
from  November  1976  to  May  1981  and  Janis,  were  hacked  to  death  by  killers  adding  the  ACTs"^  ser^dee  at  "the 
served  as  pastor  of  First  Baptist  who  left  footprints  in  the  blo(^  in  the  417-bed  Baptist  Hospital  East. 
Church,  Magnolia,  Miss.,  from  couple’s  home  in  Baguio  City,  about  Baptist  Hospital  is  owned  by 
January  1975  to  August  1976.  He  was  130  miles  north  of  the  Philippine  Southern  Baptists  in  Arkansas, 
pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church,  Cedar  capital  city  of  Manila.  Mississippi,  and  Ibnnessee. 

Bluff,  Ala.,  prior  to  joining  the  Sunday  The  two  were  found  in  different 

School  Board.  rooms  of  their  apartment;  Melissa,  - 

Mitchell  holds  a  bachelor  of  arts  the  couple’s  two-year-old  daughter  No  man  has  a  right  to  do  as  he 
degree  in  religion  froin  Samford  was  found  asleep  on  her  mother’s  pleases  unless  he  pleases  to  do  right. 
University.  Birmingham,  and  a  body,  having  cri^  herself  to  sleep.  —  (Charles  Simmons 


MICHAEL  T.  SMITH, 

CAROL  JOY  SPARKMAN  &  TRICIA  DENNIS 


Parkway  Baptist  Church 
2603  VV.  Capitol  Street 
Jackson,  Mississippi 


THURSDAY,  FEBRUARY  21,  1985 


•*Members  of  the  Jackson  Symphony  Orchestra 
**Strings  from  the  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 

Admission:  $S.(X)  donation  (to  cover  orchestra  expenses 


and  to  support  the  series  for  19^5) 


BAPTIST  RECORD  PAGE  7 


To -my  Valentine 


One  of  my  readers  said  to  me  the 
other  day,  “Tell  me  one  thing.  Is  W.  D. 
real?  Or  did  you  make  him  up?”  I 
don’t  know  why  he  asked  that.  Maybe 
he  thinks  you  sound  too  good  to  be 
true! 

Now  this  is  the  absolute,  honest-to- 
goodness  truth.  I  have  been  thinking 
all  day,  and  all  your  faults  (that  I  can 
remember)  I  can  count  on  the  fingers 
of  one  hand.  Often  you  don’t  listen 
when  I  am  talking  (or  don’t  give  the 
appearance  of  listening, ,  because 
when  I  stop  and  ask  a  question,  you 
either  don’t  answer,  or  ask,  “What  did 
you  say?”)  You’d  rather  fimsh  that  job 
“next  week”  than  today.  You  fuss  at 
me  for  loading  the  dishwasher  wrong. 
You  always  hang  the  towels  crooked. 
But  I’ll  gladly  forgive  you  your 
trespasses,  because  I  want  you  to 
forgive  me  mine. 

Of  course,  we  have  lots  of  dif¬ 
ferences.  You  like  to  fish;  I  like  to 
travel.  You  like  to  watch  television;  I 
like  to  read.  You  like  to  cook;  I  like  to 
mow  grass.  I’m  always  late;  you’re 
always  early.  I  like  to  talk;  you  don’t. 
I  like  symphonies;  you  like  country 
music.  I  like  the  bathtub;  you  like  the 
shower.  I  like  order;  you  prefer  clut¬ 
ter.  I  like  to  plan  ahead;  you’d  rather 
decide  on  impulse.  We  usually  pick  op¬ 
posite  political  candidates.  Th^  peo¬ 
ple  who  write  the  “Are  you  happily 
married?”  quizzes  would  probably 
say  we  are  incompatible.  But  we 
never  thought  of  quitting  —  or  at  least 
I  didn’t  —  just  Mcause  we  are  dif¬ 
ferent.  Differences  add  spice  and  keep 
us  from  getting  bored. 

And  there’s  another  side  of  the  pic¬ 


ture.  We  like  to  go  camping  together. 
We  like  to  walk  in  the  woods.  We  like 
to  explore  small  roads,  seldom  travel¬ 
ed.  We  like  to  laugh  together.  We  agree 
on  not  living  beyond  our  means.  We 
both  like  turnip  greens.  We  like  to  sit 
at  home,  drink  coffee,  and  read  the 
newspapers.  We  agree  in  our  religious 
beliefs. 

Yesterday  you  said  you  loved  me 
when  you  folded  the  laundry  ^ 
when  you  put  air  in  the  low  back  tire 
before  I  left  for  work 
when  you  opened  the  cranky  plastic 
bags  for  me  at  the  grocery  store  and 
carried  the  heavy  bags  of  groceries 
from  the  car  into  the  house. 

when  you  bought  my  supper  at  the 
Metro 

when  you  rubbed  my  aching 
shoulders 

and  when  you  hugged  me  and  said 
aloud,  “I  love  you.” 

Thank  you. 

Feelings  change.  We  are  not  always 
cheerful.  Anxieties  —  and  aches  — 
make  us  irritable,  moody.  Dreams  are 
built.  Some  of  them  come  true.  Some 
of  them  vanish.  Deadlines  fill  us  with 
weariness.  Some  days  we  are  glad. 
Some  days  we  are  sad.  But  love  re¬ 
mains  constant. 

I  remember  the  first  night  I  ever 
saw  you.  I  wore  a  pink  dress.  You  wore 
a  blue  shirt.  I  was  24.  You  were  26.  I 
remember  your  greeting  the  first 
time  you  ever  called  me:  “How’s  my 
little  sweetheart?” 

My  Valentine,  I  have  been  married 
to  you  for  29  years,  four  months,  and 
20  days.  Never  have  I  loved  you  as 
much  as  I  love  you  now. 


Thursday,  February  14,  1985 

Planned  growth  in  giving 
key  to  bold  mission  success 


DENTON,  Texas  (BP)-Planned 
Growth  In  Giving  was  presented  as 
die  key  to  the  success  of  Bold  Mission 
Thrust  during  a  mid-January  national 
seminar  in  Denton,  Tex. 

Planned  Growth  In  Giving  is  a 
15-year  plan  to  challenge  Southern 
Baptists  to  increase  their  level  of  giv¬ 
ing  to  their  local  church  and  through 
their  church  to  mission  causes 
throughout  the  world. 

C:ecil  Ray,  national  director  of 
Planned  Growth  In  Giving,  said  thF 
purpose  of  these  meetings  is  to  equip 
cho^n  leadership  in  states  to  become 
trainers  and  leaders  for  about  475 
state  seminars  which  will  be  attend¬ 
ed  by  pastors  and  congregational 
representatives. 

Ray  said  the  state  seminars  will 
key  upon  the  “Church  Event”-a  part 
of  the  Planned  Growth  In  Giving  em¬ 
phasis  when  church  members  are  in¬ 
troduced  to  Planned  Growth  In  Giv¬ 
ing  and  asked  to  make  a  15-year  com¬ 
mitment  to  increase  their  percentage 
level  of  giving  to  the  local  church. 

Ray  said  that  over  the  past  30 
years.  Southern  Baptist  families  have 
not  changed  their  pattern  of  giving 
whi^h  is  about  a  two  percent  average. 

He  said  the  two  percent  translates 
into  the  membership  of  SBC  churches 
giving  in  excess  of  $3  billion  in  1983. 
By  the  year  2000,  Ray  said  that  figure 
needs  to  be  about  $20  billion  to  ac¬ 
complish  Bold  Mission  Thrust  tasks. 

Bold  Mission  Thrust  is  an  effort  by 
Southern  Baptists  to  present  the 
message  of  Jesus  (Thrist  to  every  per¬ 
son  in  the  world  by  the  year  2000. 

“This  would  allow  the  entire 
denomination-the  churches  and  other 


.  By  Terry  Barone 
entities-to  take  on  the  dreams  of  Bold 
Mission  Thrust  which  we  have  been 
talking  about,”  he  said.  “At  the  sus¬ 
tained  level  (two  percent),  we  can’t 
pull  off  what  we  (as  a  denomination) 
have  planned.” 

He  said  Planned  Growth  In  Giving 
is  not  “a  fund  raising  drive”  but  an 
emphasis  which  begins  with  “per¬ 
sonal  commitment”  and  has  a  com¬ 
pounding  effect  throughout  the 
denomination  beginning  in  the  local 
church. 

T.  T.  Crabtree,  pastor  of  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  Springfield,^  Mo.,  and 
chairman  of  the  National  Planned 
Growth  In  Giving  Task  Force,  said, 
“Planned  Growth  In  Giving  was  not 
cooked  up  in  the  minds  of  denomina¬ 
tional  leaders  and  is  not  a  scheme  to 
get  more  money.  It  is  a  call  from  (Jod 
to  commit  ourselves  in  a  way  that 
we’ve  never  done  before. 

“Planned  Growth  In  Giving,”  he 
said,  “is  an  invitation  from  God  to 
become  involved  in  his  work  at  a  level 
where  we’ve  never  been  before.” 

He  said  a  lost  world  calls  us  to 
“generous  giving  because  there  are 
three  billion  unsaved  persons  in  the 
world  and  unless  there  is  a  radical 
change  in  the  mindset  of  Southern 
Baptists  toward  giving,  we  are  just 
whistling  in  the  dark.” 

William  M.  Pinson  Jr.,  executive 
director.  Baptist  General  Convehtton 
of  Texas,  said  not  everyone  is  a  “vi¬ 
sionary,”  but  everyone  is  shaped  by 
a  vision  and,  “the  dream  which 
fashioned  Bold  Mission  Thrust  and 
Planned  Growth  In  Giving  will 
fashion  us  and  those  who  come  after.” 


Pinson  said  dreams  don’t  last  long 
and  unless  rekindled,  they  burn  out. 
“Many  times,”  he  said,  “people  don’t' 
act  on  their  dreams  because  they  are 
afraid-afraid  of  sacrifice,  work,  and 
effort.  Many  times,  apathy  and 
laziness  can  cause  us  to  shun  our 
dreams  until  they  go  away.” 

Ray  believes  this  is  an  “hour  of 
destiny”  for  Southern  Baptists.  “I 
believe  God  is  saying  we  have  a 
choice  to  accept  the  task  at  hand  or 
allow  a  theological  question  to  split 
us.” 

Harold  C.  Bennett,  executive 
secretary-treasurer  of  the  SBC  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Committee,  echoed  Ray’s 
comment,  noting  the  current  con¬ 
troversy  is  “causing  tension  which  is 
pulling  us  (the  SBC)  apart.  We  hold 
the  future  of  the  SBC  in  our  hands. 
Planned  Growth  In  Giving  can  move 
us  into  Bold  Mission  Thrust  to  ac¬ 
complish  what  we  set  out  to  do.” 

Several  persons  representing 
various  areas  of  Southern  Baptist  life 
gave  reports  on  Bold  Mission  Thrust 
and  its  progress  thus  far. 

'The  Denton  seminar  was  the  second 
of  five  to  be  conducted  which  will 
train  more  than  800  persons.  The  first 
seminar  was  in  Las  Vegas,  Nev.,  Jan. 
7-9.  Future  seminars  include  Shocco 
Springs,  Ala.,  Feb.  4-6;  Ridgecrest, 
N.C.,  Feb.  25-27;  and  Gulfshore  Bap¬ 
tist  Assembly,  Pass  Christian,  Miss., 
March  4-6. 

Terry  Barone  writes  for  Texas 
Baptists. 


Forget  your  rights;  remember  your 
duties. 


Missionary  ‘slow  down’  spurs 
Africans  to  reach  Africans 

’  i- 


Southern  Baptist  missionary  Evelyn  Knapp  holds  one  of  the  rabbits  she  and  her 
husband,  Doug,  use  in  their  agricultural  ministry  in  Kyela,  Tanzania.  Mrs.  Knapp  plays 
a-varied  role  in  the  1,(XX)-square-mile  Kyela  District,  whece  the  Knapps’  efforts  have 
resulted  in  a  dramatic  spurt  in  evangelism  and  church  growth  over  the  last  few  years. 
Her  major  contribution  has  been  development  of  a  youth  ministry  which  is  begin¬ 
ning  to  have  nationwide  impact  in  the  East  African  country.  (BP)  Photo  by  Joanna 
Pinneo. 


By  Robert  O’Brien 

KYELA,  'Ihnzania  (BP)  —  Evelyn 
Knapp  learned  a  long  time  ago  that 
it  doesn’t  take  much  mobility  to  make 
a  difference  in  the  lives  of  people. 

Her  experience  makes  a  good  case 
study  for  what  can  continue  in 
economically  depressed  Tanzania, 
even  if  the  current  fuel  crisis  per¬ 
manently  reduces  missionary 
mobility. 

Mrs.  Knapp’s  lesson  came  in  1976 
after  a  potentially  fatal  amoebic 
abscess  of  the  liver  kept  her  close  to 
home  for  six  months. 

She  “began  to  hurt  a  lot’’  the  tew 
times  she  tried  to  disobey  doctor's 
orders  and  go  out  on  bumpy  roads  to 
assist  her  husband,  Doug,  in  his  far- 
flung  ministries  in  agriculture,  church 
development  and  evangelism  in  Tan¬ 
zania’s  1,000-square-mile  Kyela 
District. 

“1  feel  like  the  Lord  really  gave  me 
that  illness  for  a  reason,”  said  Mrs. 
Knapp,  a  26-year  veteran  of  Southern 
Baptist  missions  in  Tanzania.  “In¬ 
stead  of  going  to  more  distant  bush 
churches,  I  started  attending  a  little 
church  about  a  half-mile  from  my 
((Continued  on  page  9) 
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Missionaries’  son  urges 
emphasis  on  generic  missions 


WACO.  Texas  (BP)— “Generic 
missions”  could  become  a  new  trend 
in  Southern  Baptist  mission  work 
abroad,  says  Gerald  Fielder,  the  son 
of  two  former  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  China. 

Fielder,  now  a  political  scientist  at 
Baylor  University,  made  that  predic¬ 
tion  after  a  late  summer  trip  with  his 
mother  and  other  family  members  to 
his  birthplace  in  Zhengzhou,  China. 

It  had  been  more  than  40  years 
since  Fielder  had  seen  the  home 
where  he  was  born  to  Wilson  and 
Maudie  Fielder,  Southern  Baptist 
missionaries  from  1912  until  the  Com¬ 
munist  Revolution  forced  them  to 
leave  in  1949. 

While  in  China,  Fielder  noted  the 
sweeping  changes  within  the  country 
that  have  returned  a  form  of  religious 
freedom  to  the  nation.  He  observed 
that  traditional  means  of  bringing  the 
gospel  to  the  communist  nation  might 
no  longer  be  the  best  means  of 
reaching  the  Chinese  for  Christ. 

“The  greatest  challenge  Southern 
Baptists  have  in  that  country  is  to 
reestablish  our  ties  with  the  Christian 
community  in  China  in  a  non- 


sions.’  This  is  the  way  Christianity 
was  spread  throughout  the  world— not 
by  institutions,  but  by  lay  people  who 
were  devoted  everywhere  they 
went.”  — 

Southern  Baptist  laymen  are 
becoming  more  and  more  involved  in 
Witnessing  efforts  during  their 
travels.  Fielder  said.  “When  an 
oilman  goes  to  China  on  business,  he 
can  find  ways  to  witness.  Teachers 
who  go  to  China  find  they  have  a  cir¬ 
cle  of  influence.  That’s  a  great 
challenge— and  a  great  opportunity. 

Despite  the  years  in  which  (Chris¬ 
tians  have  been  severely  persecuted, 
the  church  never  has  been  exter¬ 
minated,  Fielder  said.  “Not  only  is  it 
alive  and  well,  but  there  is  a  greater 
response  to  the  gospel  now  than  in  all 
the  history  of  (Christianity  in  (China.” 

One  Sunday,  Fielder  and  his  party 
visited  Zhen^ou’s  only  open  church. 
“The  small  auditorium  was  packed, 
and  the  courtyard  was  filled  to 
capacity  with  people  standing,” 
Fielder  recalled.  “This  happens  three 
times  on  Sunday  morning,  and  they 
also  have  a  Weiiesday  service.” 

The  modem  Chinese  church  is  a 


Devotional' 


ment  still  maintains  a  certain  amount 
of  control  over  the  churches  by  print¬ 
ing  Bibles  and  hymnals  and  by  issu¬ 
ing  permits  to  the  churches. 

Yet,  pastors  have  the  freedom  to 
evangelize.  Fielder  said.  “They  are 
totally  free  in  terms  of  preaching,  as 
long  as  they  do  not  oppose  or  criticize 
the  government.” 

After  the  (Communist  Revolution, 
many  church  locations  were  seized 
for  governmental  use.  Since  the  death 
of  Chairman  Mao,  22  church  buildings 
have  been  returned  to  the  congrega¬ 
tions,  Fielder  said.  “Also,  $150,(X)0  in 
American  dollars  has  been  given  to 
the  churches  for  back  rent  for 
buildings  the  government  has  oc¬ 
cupied.  They  are  paying  $1,000  a 
month  for  buildings  that  are  still  oc¬ 
cupied.” 

“It’s  unthinkable  the  degree  to 
which  people  have  been  freed,” 
Fielder  ob^rved.  “We  never  felt  a 
sense  of  being  watched  or  spied  on  all 
the  time  we  were  there.  And  we  didn’t 
have  any  travel  restrictions.  Visitors 
were  able  to  come  to  our  hotel  rooms 


Love  of  God  for  seifs  sake 

By  Gayle  Alexander 
Luke  10:27 

In  the  devotional  last  week,  we  explored  what  Bernard  of  Clairvaux  called 
‘the  love  of  self  for  self’s  sake.’  The  second  leveFof  love  he  has  called  ‘the  love 
of  God  for  self’s^  sake.’ 

Love  on  this  level  is  more  mature  than  the  first  stage  in 
that  it  has  an  awareness  of  others,  and  recognizes  that  some 
sort  of  relationship  must  be  established  and  sustained  with 
them.  Among  those  others  is  God,  who  is  recognized  as  the 
ultimate  source  and  power  of  all  things.  If  God  is  the  source 
of  all  things,  then  one  comes  to  feel  that  it  is  wise  to  love 
God  in  order  to  receive  from  him.  One  learns  to  obey  God 
for  the  reward  he  will  receive  for  doing  so. 

It  is  quite  obvious  that  this  level  of  love  is  selfish  also. 

Alexander  To  Jove  God  and  obey  (Jod  because  of  what  God  can  do  for 
one  is  a  major  focus  of  many.  In  fact,  many  never  move  beyond  this,  but  con¬ 
tinue  to  live  out  their  days  in  this  kind  of  relationship  to  (jod. 

For  the  person  who  loves  (Jod  on  this  level,  religion  serves  its  total  purpose 
in  helping  them  to  meet  the  critical  needs  of  life.  Crisis  religion  is  where  a 
person  seldom,  if  ever,  thinks  of  GkKi  until  something  is  needed,  or,  some  un¬ 
manageable  emergency  arises.  Then  one  frantically  turns  to  God  for  some 
miracle  of  delivering,  rescuing,  giving,  or  saving.  Love  with  ulterior  motives 
seeks  to  use  God. 

Once  again,  however,  there  is  an  element  of  legitimacy  in  ‘love  of  God  for 
seifs  sake.’  God  wants  every  person  to  have  self  love  enough  that  he  would 
come  to  him.  It  pleases  God  for  men  to  want  what  it  is  that  he  can  do  for  them. 
God  loves  all  people  and  desires  fo  bless  them.  He  does  bless,  even  those  who 
never  love  him.  TTie  Bible  affirms  that  he  “sendeth  his  rain  upon  the  just  and 
the  unjust”  (Matthew  5:45).  Christ  is  the  answer  to  the  needs  of  men,  so  it 
is  good  for  a  person  to  love  God,  and  move  toward  (Jod,  whatever  the  motive. 
We  are  taught  in  Scripture  to  love  God  with  all  our  heart  and  soul.  The  motiva¬ 
tion  of  that  love  may  be  wrong,  but  the  fact  of  loving  God  is  still  a  good  thing. 

The  possibility  exists  that  a  person  \yho  has  come  to  ‘love  God  for  self’s  sake’ 
will  grow  beyond  that  level.  Love  on  a  greater  scale  is  yet  to  come! 

Alexander  is  pastor.  First,  Tupelor 


institutional  way— not  through  “three  self”  institution,  he  said— self-  freely  and  were  able  to  talk  freely  of 
regular  mission  programs,”  he  said,  financing,  self-ruling  and  self-  the  Cultural  Revolution  and  their  bit- 
“I  like  to  call  this  ‘generic  mis-  propagating.  However,  the  govern-  ter  experiences  without  any  fear.” 


A  few  words  on  criticism 


Stan  Nowell  has  resigned  as  assis-  Red  Creek  Union  (Jackson  County ) 
tant  pastor  of  Oakhurst  Church,  has  a  new  pastor  —  Richard  Crews, 
Clarksdale,  to  enter  New  Orleans  who  was  a  member  of  First  Church, 
^11^11^  Seminary.  He  is  Escatawpa.  ~ 
available  for  pulpit 
supply  and  youth 
retreats.  He  can  be 
rea'ched  by  phone 
V  -  ^  504-288-5320  or 

by  letter  4412-D 
Seminary  Place, 

^  ^  0.,  La.  70126. 


( Continued  from  page  2)  family  break-ups;  a  knotted  stomach  said  that  if  you  want  to  follow  him  to 

services  and  the  rest  of  our  time  is  agonizing  over  some  strayed  church  pick  up  your  cross  and  get  moving, 
spenl'in  crisis  ministry.  Every  week  member;  and  a  few  dozen  calls  infor-  Life  with  Christ  always  has  been  and 
someone  gets  sick  or  has  an  operation  ming  him  that  there  are  beer  cans  in  always  will  be  a  journey  of  faith,  not 
or  dies  or  has  a  family  crisis  or  some  the  church  yard,  a  spot  on  the  carpet,  sight.  “Pop  theology”  relies  on  sights, 
other  major  problem.^ Most  of  our  A  dirty  window  in  a  Sunday  School  signs,  and  wonders.  It  appeals  to  the 
visitation  is  directed  toward  these  class,  a  faulty  thermostat,  or  a  senses  and  not  to  the  heart  of  man. 

People.  bqrned-out  light  bulb.  “Pop  theology”  will  pick  you  up  and 

The  unrealistic  expectations  people  One  other  reason  we  tend  to  maybe  make  you  feel  good  for  a  while, 
have  of  us  staff  members  are  primary  criticize  our  churches  is  the  but  it’s  a  poor  diet  for  the  long  haul, 
reasons  for  the  increasing  numbers  of  prevalence  of  “pop  theology.”  It  seems  It  is  like  a  “quick  fix”  that  a  drug  ad- 
dropouts  from  the  ministry,  burn-outs,  that  every  month  somebody  comes  up  diet  takes.  It  has  nothing  to  say  at  the 
early  deaths,  and  frequent  moves.  It  with  a  new  plan  for  spiritual  growth,  critical  moments  of  life  and  death, 
reaches  the  point  that  you  can't  take  maturity,  happiness,  and  evangelism.  Your  faith  must  grow  and  mature  like 
it  anymore.  It  hurts  to  know  that  Many  of  the  books  being  published  to-  a  seed  growing  slowly  and  quietly, 
many  people  spend  more  time  day  contribute  to  this  barrage  of  “pop  Christian  maturity  does  not  appear 
criticizing  you  than  they  do  praying  theology.”  As  one  who  spends  huge  full-grown  overnight.  It  is  important 
lor  you.  chunks  of  time  researching  books,  has  to  feed  your  soul  on  the  deeper  maf- 

Still  another  reason  Christians  a  large  library,  and  tries  to  keep  up  ters  the  faith. 
criticize  our  churches  is  the  rapid  rise  with  the  latest  publications,  I  would  ^  Sihdfr  fW^  'is  my  approach  to  the 
of  TV  ministry.  When  you  watch  a  say  that  much  of  what  is  being  CTi^istiart'life,  it  Comes  as  a  surprise 
polished  actor  preach,  hear  published  today  is  “Christian  junk  to  me  Wheh  I  am  criticized  for  not  be- 
nationally-known  musicians,  and  see  food.”  Poor  research,  a  failure  to  give  ing  ‘‘a  spiritual  pastor  of  a  spititual 
celebrities  on  stage,  suddenly  your  seri^  and  deep  study  to  the  Bible,  chlmcht^’l  H*ve  never  brdgged  about 
local  church  pales  in  comparisotu^  ..the  tendency  toward  proof-texting,  my  spirttuality  or  maturity,  and  I 
Those  TV  ministers  are  smooth,  and  the  desire  for  quick  “cure-alls”  never  will;  I  distrust  those  who  do. 
polished,  well-dressed,  and  well-  dominates  many  publications  today,  those  who  have  suddenly  “found  the 
rehearsed.  They  have  a  staff  of  Many  people  have  decided  that  if  it’s  secret.”  These  are  the  modern  day 
writers  who  can  assemble  top-notch  written  in  a  book  it  must  be  true.  As  “gnostics”  whose  predecessors  are 
malerial,  a  make-up  crew  which  can  a  pas^,  I  am  often  asked  about  cer-  mentioned  in  both  of  Paul’s  letters  to 
make  them  look  like  a  million  dollars,  tain  books  and  writers.  the  Corinthians,  Galatians,  and  1 

and  a  budget  that  can  buy  the  best  of  Many  Christians  are  deceived  by  John. 

everything.  After  a  prolonged  ex-  .Sffldfi^iind  believe  everything  that  There  will  always  be  those  who 
posure  to  this  sort  of  ministry,  we  can  comes  down  the  pipe.  Sometimes  it  claim  greater  maturity  and  spirituali- 
get  very  critical  with  the  local  %ilUurils  me  when  church  members  ty.  The  fact  that  they  claim  it  is  a  sure 
preacher  who  does  his  own  research  laip.qtick  to  accept  the  theories  and  sign  that  they  are  not  mature.  If  I  am 
and  writing,  dresses  himself,  wears  teachings  of  some  far  off  writer  whom  not  “spiritual  enough,”  please  forgive 
no  make-up.  gets  no  voice  lessons,  and  they  do  not  know  from  “Adam’s  me,  for  God  is  not  through  with  me 
^iweats  out  his  weeltly  budget.  When  housecat”  but  will  not  accept  the  yet.  Maybe  I’m  a  slow  learner.  Maybe 
he  stands  to  preach,  he  may  be  doing  teachings  of  their  pastor  whose  life.  I’m  on  another  road.  One  thing  I  do 
so  after  a  week  of  crises'  committee  teachings,  and  spiritual  growth  they  know:  I’m  on  a  journey  with  Jesus 
meetings;  counseling  sessions;  all-  can  observe  every  day.  and  I  wouldn’t  trade  places  with 

night  vigils  at  the  hospital;  a  death  or  Let  me  caution  you  about  “pop  anybody! 

two;  lost  ni^s  of  sleep  wondering  theology.”  There  are  no  shortcuts  or  David  Spencer  is  pastor  of  First  Fair  River.  Lincoln  County,  has 
how  he  wilil^ndle  certain  problems;  quick-fixes  in  the  Christian  life.  Jesus  Church,  Long  Beach 


Nowell 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693^451. 


FOR  SALE:  24X60  DQUBLE- 
WIDE  TRAILER.  4  classrooms,  2 
bathrooms,  1  large  meeting  room. 
Pineview  Baptist  Church,  Hat¬ 
tiesburg.  MS.  (601)544-2532  after 
9:00  p.m. 


CHURCH  CONTOACTORS  — 
For  complete  design,  construction, 
renovations,  additions,  call  or 
write  Roxco,  Ltd.,  Box  64,  Bran¬ 
don,  MS  39042,  (601)  825-4193. 


1982  DODGE  RAM  350  Maxi-Van 
15  passenger,  318  engine,  loaded 
1979  CHEVROLET  VAN 


stan¬ 
dard.  C-26,  new  350  engine,  A/C, 
automatic  transmission.  601- 
352-3649. 


FOR  SALE:  Heavy  industrial 
metal  SHELVING:  2  two  wheel 
HAND  TRUCKS:  I  NCR  CASH 
REGISTER  with  paper.  Call 
manager,  Baptist  Book  Store, 


Jackson,  (601)  ,^54-34 1 7 


called  Shelby  SmitlLJr.  as  pastor 
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Missionary  ‘slowdown’  spurs 
Africans  to  reach  Africans 


Chaplains  sponsor  seminar 
on 


Quality  of  Life 


knowledge,  and  many  began  to  accept  church  leader,  he  looks  first  among 
Christ  as  Savior.  the  older  young  people  who  have  come 

African  Baptist  pastors  came  from  through  the  youth  program^  At 
all  over  the  area  to  see  what  had  hap-  the  young  men  have 

pened  to  the  young  people.  ‘They’d  pastors  in  their  own  ri^t. 

never  seen  young  people  do  things  like  The  movement  also  will  affect  Thn- 
that  and  had  no  idea  they  were  zaman  famly  life  eventually.  ■ 
capable  of  it.”  Mrs.  Knapp  said.  “We  ve  been  here  ^  j^rs,  and  l  ean 

.  .  ,  u  count  on  one  hand  the  number  of 

^n  the  pastors  te^n  to  teg  her  Christian  marriages  we’ve  had  in  this 
to  do  the  same  thing  in  tteir  churches,  g^ea,”  Mrs.  Knapp  said.  ‘They’ve  all 
tet  she  couldn’t  accept  because  of  her  y^^^h 

illness.  program  in  the  last  three  years 

So,  she  took  one  of  the  young  men  who’ve  gotten  old  enough  to  get  mar- 
she  had  trained,  put  him  on  a  bicycle  ried.” 

with  a  bunch  of  bright,  yellow  The  young  people  also  have  spilled 
bananas  to  eat,  and  sent  him  20  miles  over  the  borders  of  Kyela  District  and 
away  to  help  start  a  youth  program,  begun  to  have  an  impact  in  other 
Her  decision  turned  out  to  be  the  areas  of  Tanzania  where  they  now 
best  thing  she  could  have  done  —  train  live.  This  gives  missionaries  great 
an  African  to  reach  other  Africans,  hope  for  the  future  as  the  youths  move 
'The  young  man,  Dicki  Gidioni,  into  positions  of  church  and  national 
bicycled  from  church  to  church.  To-  leadership. 

day,  most  of  the  215  churches  in  the  Meanwhile,  Dicki  Gidioni,  the 
Kyela  District  have  strong  youth  pro-  young  man  with  the  bicycle,  has 
grams.  The  district  overflows  with  ex-  become  chairman  of  the  Thnzania- 
cited  youths  actively  involved  in  Bible  wide  youth  organization  that  grew  out 
studies,  Bible  drill  and  choir  competi-  of  the  movement.  'Ihnzanians  call  him 
tion  and  a  variety  of  ministries.  “the  father  of  youth  work.” 

“We  now  have  a  large  reservoir  of  “If  he’s  the  father,  Evelyn  Knapp 
young  people  ready  to  serve  wherever  says  with  a  laugh,  maybe  I’m  the 
they’re  needed,”  Mrs.  Knapp  reported.  -  grandmother. 

‘They  know  their  Bible  —  a  basic  for 

aChiistian  —  and  they’re  confident  in  Robert  O’Brien  is  a  missionary 

leadership  roles.”  journalist  most  recently  assigned  to 

Now  whenever  a  pastor  needs  a  new  Africa. 


I  (Continued  from  page  7) 
house  and  discovered  the  youth  there 
had  no  leadership,  no  Sunday  School, 
land  no  one  who  cared  about  them  or 
|did  anything  for  them.” 

That  realization  started  a  ministry 
which  has  spread  over  the  entire 
district  and  into  other  parts  of  Tan¬ 
zania  in  the  past  eight  years.  It  has 
revolutionized  the  lives  of  thousands 
of  young  people  and  become  an  im¬ 
portant  factor  in  laying  groundwork 
for  Knapp’s  work,  which  has  resulted 
in  a  five-fold  increase  in  churches 
since  1975,  at  least  17,850  baptisms 
since  1978  and  large  increases  in 
church  membership  and  Sunday 
school  enrollment. 

“I  started  a  Sunday  School  in  that 
little  church.”  Mrs.  Knapp  said,  “and 
then  realized  they  had  no  Bibles.  So 
I  started  a  Bible  memorization  pro¬ 
gram  and  gave  them  a  free  Bible  if 
they  learned  a  certain  number  of 
verses. 

‘Then,  when  they  got  the  Bibles,  I 
realized  they  didn’t  know  where  the 
book  of  Genesis  was  or  the  book  of 


ANNIE  ARMSTRONG :  DREAM-  Bagbys,  contributed  to  her  interest  in  the  division  of  humanities  at  Gordon 
ER  IN  ACTION  by  Bobbie  Sorrill  missions.  ^  (College  in  Massachusetts.  The  Song  of 

(Broadman.  320  pp.,  |7.95>.  In  1906,  Annie  and  her  sister,  Alice,  began  Solomon  is  one  of  the  smallest  and 
the  Religious  Heraid  Virginia  the  development  of  WMU  literature,  most  difficult  of  all  the  biblical  books, 
predicted  that  Annie  Armstrong’s  They  ctnresponded  regularly  with  the  Questions  of  author,  date,  purpose, 
name  would  become  a  household  leaders  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  and  literary  genre  have  not  been 
word  among  Southern  Baptists.  That  and  Home  Mission  Board,  and  later  agreed  (Hi  by  scholars  through  the 
prediction  proved  to  be  correct.  The  with  the  Sunday  Sclrool  Board  when  centuries. 

special  Blaster  offering  for  home  mis-  it  was  (H^nized.  In  1893,  Annie  In  his  excellent  introduction  to  the 
sions  is  named  fen*  her.  Who  was  An-  reported  she  had  written  17,718  letters.  Ixxik,  Carr  discusses  four  possible  in- 
nie  Armstrong?  Bobbie  Sorrill  Also  she  traveled  thousand  of  miles  terpretations  of  the  Song  of  Solomon; 
answers  that  question  in  her  new  and  ^ to  visit  home  mission  fields  and  attend  Allegory;  typological;  drama;  and 
thoroughly  researched  biography.  9ie  state  WMU  meetings.  'Travel  was  far  natural.  He  takes  the  latter  approach, 
took  the  title,  Dreamer  in  Actkm,  from  more  grueling  then  than  now.  ‘This  approach  interprets  the  ScHig  as 

a  phrase  u^  in  Miss  Armstrong’s  Some  of  the  other  chapters  in  the  what  it  appears  naturally  to  be  —  a 
funeral  service  in  1938.  book  tell  how  she  put  her  dreams  in-  series  of  poems  which  speak  clearly 

When  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  to  action;  how  she  had  strong  dif-  and  explicitly  of  the  feelings,  desires, 
was  organized  in  1988,  the  delegates  ferences  with  Fannie  E.  S.  Heck,  and  concerns,  hopes,  and  fears  of  two 
elected  Annie  Armstrong  as  their  first  with  quite  a  few  others,  but  stood  up  young  lovers  -  without  any  need  to 
corresponding  secretary.  For  the  next  for  her  own  opinions ;  and  how  she  liv-  allegorize  or  typoligize  or  dramatize 
18  years,  she  served  in  this  position,  ed  in  the  years  following  her  resigna-  to  escape  the  clear  erotic  elements 
At  the  same  time  she  was  correspon-  tion  in  1906.  present  in  the  text.”  (page  34) 

ding  secretary  of  the  Maryland  Mis-  The  interesting  and  well  written  Tlie  author  sees  the  book  as  a 
si(Mi  Rooms,  and  president  of  the  Bap-  biography  contains  many  photo-  celebration  of  the  dignity  and  the 
tist  Woman’Is  Home  Mission  Society  of  graphs,  and  has  a«  index.  It  will  be  of  purity  oS  human  love  and  as  therefore, 
Maryland.  Neither  position  was  interest  to  all  those  hundreds  across  didactic  and  moral  in  its  purpose.  “It 
salaried.  Miss  Sorrill  describes  Annie  the  nation  who  have  given  to  the  An-  cennes  to  us  in  the  world  of  sin,  where 
as  energetic,  indefatigable,  untiring,  nie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  for  lust  and  passion  are  on  every  hand, 
rescxirceful,  persevering,  an  (Hganiza-  Home  Missions  and  asked,  “Who  is  where  fierce  temptations  assail  us 
tional  genius.  Annie?”  The  author  is  an  associate  ex-  and  try  to  turn  us  aside  from  the  God- 

The  opening  chapter  gives  Annie’s  ecutive  director,  WMU,  SBC.  —  AWM.  given  standard  of  marriage  And  it 
family  b^kground.  Born  in  1850,  one  reminds  us,  in  particularly  beautiful 

of  five  thildren,  she  grew  up  in  THE  SQNG  OF  SOLOMON:  AN  IN-  language,  how  pure  and  noble  true 
Baltimore,  Maryland.  Her  fetter  died  TRODUCTION  AND  COMMEN-  love  is.”  (pages  35-36) 
when  she  was  small.  Richard  Fuller  TARY,  by  G.  Lloyd  Carr;  Intervarai-  Carr  rejects  the  idea  ttet  the  Song 
was  her  pastor  when  she  was  baptiz-  ty  Press,  cl964;  175  pages;  paperback,  of  Solomon  was  a  cult  ritual  in  the 
ed  at  Seventh  Baptist  Church,  |6.95.  tradition  of  other  oriental  culta.  He 

Baltimore,  but  later  she  was  for  many  This  fine  commentary  is  in  the  ex-  believes  that  the  book  has  the  primary 
years  member  of  the  Eutaw  Place  cellent  and  conservative  Tyndale  Old  purpose  of  instruction  on  the  beauty 
Baptist  Church.  Her  personal  contact  Ttetament  commentary  series.  The  of  married  love  —  Reviewed  by  Alan 
with  missionaries  who  spoke  there,  in-  auth<Mr  is  professor  of  biblical  and  Day,  pastor.  First  Church,  McComb, 
eluding  Edmonia  M(X)n  and  the  W.  B.  theologi<»l  studies  and  chairman  of  Miss. 


rose  Street,  Jackson,  Miss.  39211 


1 00% 

Medicare  Supplement 

Enrollment  now  available  at  Age  64  or  Older  _ 

GUARANTEED  RENEWABLE 
Pre-existing  conditions  covered  after  1  month  (optlonaO 

POLICY  FORM  MS20e3 

W*  pay  1 00%  of  Modkoro  Part  A  (hospital)  doductiblos. 

Wo  pay  1 00%  of  tho  initial  Port  B  doductiblo  each  calendar  year.  ($75.(ji0) 

We  will  pay  100%  of  the  difference  between  the  remaining  eligibie 
expenses  you  incur  during  the  year  (in  or  out  of  hospital)  and  the  amounts 
you  receive  from  Medkore  for  these  expenses,  subject  to  but  not  to  exoeed 
100%  of  the  Medicare  ailowoble  charges. 

Example 

Total  Part  B  bill  $3,000.00 

Medicare  allowed  $17i0 

Medicare  paid  $1,3N.OO 

Plan  pays  Part  B  deductible  7S,tO 

Plan  pays  on  excess  expenses  1,626. BO 

Insured  pays  — 0— 

For  information  phone  372-2187  or  mail  coupon  to: 


GENERAL  INSURANCE  SERVICES 

David  Warrington,  General  Agent 

L  Box  7132  Jackoon,  MS  39212 


Street 


Underwritten  by  Atlentic  Amencan  Lite  Insurance  Co 
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Drummond  to  lead  Bible 
conference  at  First,  Jackson 


A  Mid  Winter  Bible  Conference  will  be  conducted  by  First  Church, 
Jackson,  Feb.  22-23.  Featured  speaker  is  Lewis  Drummond,  Billy  Graham 
Professor  of  Evangelism  at  Southern  Seminary. 

Conference  theme  is  “psalms:  Songs  From  Life.”  The  conference  begins 
j  with  a  dinner  meal  at  6  p.m.,  Friday  and  concludes-at  noon  Saturday.  For 
mofe  information  contact  the  church  at  948-8780,^ _ 


Members  ot  First  Church,  Pascagoula,  were  recognized 
recently  for  a  total  of  347  years  of  service  through  church 
organizations.  Pictured  from  left  to  right  are:  (Bottom  row):  O. 
A  Sinquefield.  Ramona  Warrick,  Juanita  Hysell,  Brenda  Stout. 
Inez  Runnels,  Edith  Leggett,  Grace  Huff,  Clara  Simpson  (Top 


Row):  Dudley  Isom,  Roy  Pike,  Ron  Ellzey,  Lindsey  Murphree, 
Dean  Coulter.  J.  H.  Simpson,  Walter  Smith.  Members  recogniz¬ 
ed  but  not  pictured  were:  Myrtie  Hatten,  Vivian  Hartman, 
Charlotte  Garner. 


First  Church,  Macon,  recently  honored  a  group  of  its  Sun¬ 
day  School  members  who  have  been  active  there  for  50  years 
or  more.  One  member  has  been  active  in  the  Sunday  School 
at  First,  Macon,  for  82  years.  The  Sunday  School  has  179 
members  Allen  Hunter  is  the  Sunday  School  director  Hugh 


Poole  is  pastor.  Front  row,  left  to  right;  Miss  Ellenor  Shan¬ 
non,  Mrs.  Carrie  Hibbler  Morris,  Mrs.  Willa  Lantz,  Mrs.  Blon- 
die  Lusk,  Mrs.  Ethel  Mae  Martin,  and  Mrs.  Evelyn  McLemore. 
Back  row,  left  to  right;  Wiley  Lantz,  Julius  Klaus,  Mrs.  Mary 
Lillian  Whitten,  Jimmy  Harris,  and  Tom  White  Crigler  Jr. 


F'lora  Church  held  its  annual 
January  Bible  study  emphasis  on 
Sunday  afternoon,  Jan.  13,  from  4-8 
p.m.  Attendance  for  all  ages  totalled 
140.  In  an  attendance  campaign,  the 
Sunday  School  was  divided  into  two 
teams,  the  “Smurfs”  and  the  “Care 
Bears.”  The  teams  were  complete 
with  coaches,  colors,  pep  talks,  draft 
notices,  and  a  point  system  of  scoring 
touchdowns  and  field  goals  for 
members  and  prospects  that  they 
could  get  to  attend  from  their  team. 
The  final  score  was  a  373-373  tie!  A 
fellpwship  meal  with  families  follow¬ 
ed  the  study. 

Teachers  included  Steve  Jackson 
(Flora)-adults;  Tommy  Sparkman 
(Parkway)-youth;  Lillian  Walters 
(Lakeshore)-older  children;  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kevin  Epperson-younger 
children;  Toby  Denson,  Mary  Jo  Hall- 
older  preschoolers;  and  Juanita 
Vinson-younger  preschoolers. 


A  special  Christmas  gift  is  arriving 
two  months  late  for  the  children  at 
Baptist  Children's  Village.  Bryan 
Tburs  and  American  Airlines  have  gift 
wrapped  a  free  trip  for  the  children 
to  Mobile,  departing  Saturday,  Feb.  16 
and  returning  Sunday,  Feb.  17.  The 
youngsters  will  tour  the  Battleship 
Alabama  and  attend  Mobile’s  Mardi 
Gras  Parade. 


S  S  seminar 

NASHVILLE  —  A  seminar  on 
building  the  Sunday  School  for 
ministers  of  education  will  be  con-" 
ducted  March  18-21  at  the  Baptist  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board. 

Registration  for  the  seminar  is  $50 
and  may  be  made  throogh  the  Church 
Program  Training  Center,  P.  0.  Box 
24001,  Nashville,  Tenn.  37203. 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Feb.  17-20  Home  Missions  Study  (WMU  Emphasis) 

Feb.  22-23  Parenting  By  Grace;  Tbmple  BC,  Hattiesburg,  7  p.m.  22nd-Noon, 
23rd  (CAC) 

Feb.  22-23  Church  Recreation  Mini-Lab;  FBC,  Laurel;  7  p.m.,  22nd-4  p.m., 
23rd  (CT) 

Feb.  22-24  National  Brotherhood  Leadership  Training  Conference;  Mem¬ 
phis,  TN  (BRO) 

FW).  23  State  Youth  Four-Part  Music  Festival;  Colonial  Heights  BC, 
Jackson;  9:30  a.m.-3  p.m.  (CM) 


POCAHONTAS  —  .Mrs.  Thomas  Ar¬ 
nold  Turner  Sr.  died  Jan.  29  at 
Mi.ssissippi  Baptist  Medical  Center  in 
Jackson.  Memorial  services  were 
held  Jan.  31  at  Northminister  Baptist 
Church,  where  she  w'as  a  member. 

She  had  been  a  Jackson  resident 
since  moving  from  Lynchburg,  Va.  in 
1930,  when  her  husband  opened  a 
iranch  plant  of  the  N&W  Overall  Co. 

She  was  the  former  Isabelle  Graves 
Poteat.  Her  father,  Edwin  McNeill 
Poteat,  was  president  of  Furman  Col¬ 
lege  in  Greenville,  S.C.  He  and  two  of 
her  brothers,  were  Baptist  ministers 
and  missionaries  to  China.  Her  uncle, 
>  illiam  Louis  Poteat,  was  president 
r  Wake  Forest  College.  Her  grand- 
‘  I  her,  Adoniram  J.  Gordon,  as  a  pro- 
.ment  theologian  in  New  England. 
.  Irs.  Turner,  at  one  time,  wrote  Sun- 
(hy  school  material  for  the  primary 
department  for  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

She  is  survived  by  a  son,  T.  Arnold 
Turner,  Jr.  of  Jackson;  daughter, 
,  .rs.  Donald  C.  Lutken  of  Jackson; 
brother;  sister;  10  grandchildren; 
and  15  great-grandchildren. 


Bob  Leavell, 
minister,  dies  ' 

Robert  “Bob”  Thomas  Leavell,  69, 
died  Feb.  2  in  Delta  Medical  Center  in 
Greenville.  Services  were  held  Feb.  5 

M/KSSKU  ^  Baptist 
Church,  Leland, 
w  i  th 

^  Hollandale  Ceme- 
j-Mdltery. 

1  Leavell,  a  native 

lof  Oxford,  moved 
to  Houston,  Texas, 
at  an  early  age.  He 
attended  Vander- 
Leavell  bilt  University  and 
graduated  from  Baylor  University.  He 
was  a  graduate  of  l^thern  Seminary 
in.  Louisville,  Ky. 

His  first  pastoral  assignment  was  at 
Ephesus  Baptist  Church  at  Center- 
cross,  Va.  He  had  pastored  at  Clinton, 
Dexter  and  Kansas  City,  Mo.; 
Newton;  Tyler,  Ttexas;  Grenada;  and 
Swiftwater  Baptist  Church  in  Green¬ 
ville.  After  retiring  in  1972,  he  was 
chaplain  of  Campers  on  Mission.  He 
worked  in  radio  communications  for 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  Organization. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife,  Mrs.  Ava 
Burton  Collier  Leavell  daughters, 
Mrs.  Ava  Leavell  Haymon  of  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  Mrs.  Carroll  Leavell 
Fisher  of  Oakland,  Calif.,  Mrs.  Becky 
Leavell  Martinek  of  Lefthand  Canyon, 
Colo.;  two  sisters;  one  brother;  and 
three  grandchildren. 


.Malcolm  (Mike)  Roberts  has  been 
licensed  to  preach 
gospel  by 
Church.  Lexington. 
Michael  O'Brie^. 

Roberts  Lexington. 

Levon  Moore,  director  of  missions 
for  Attala  Association,  spent  the  first 
w'eek  in  Jandary  in  California 
preaching  in  revival  services  at  the 
Chino  Hills  Baptist  Church,  Howard 
Davis,  pastor.  The  newljkorganized 
Chino  Hills  Church ^  part  of  the 
Calvary /Arrowhe^  Baptist  Associ^ 
tion  whose  direc^^  of  missi^is  E^l 
Crawford,  a  fofmer  minister  of  educa¬ 
tion  at  Fir^  Meridian. 

Melva  Graham  of  Independence, 
Miss.,  has  been  selected  as  a  winner 
of  the  1985  Rice-Judson  Scholar  Award 
at  Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky. 
An  English/social  science  major  at 
Blue  Mountain  College,  Miss  Graham 
will  begin  studies  at  Southern 
Seminary  this  fall.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Max  Graham  of  In¬ 
dependence.  She  was  one  of  20  Rice- 
Judson  Scholar  Award  winners  for 
1985.  Honoring  Baptist  missionaries 
Luther  Rice  and  Adoniram  Judson, 
the  awards  recognize  outstanding 
scholarship,  leadership,  and  commit¬ 
ment  to  ministry. 
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HEATERS.  PUMPS 
FACTORY  OmECT 
TOLL  FREE  1-800-2S 1-0679 
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OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  pries,  blrxling  and  styla  to  maat  every 
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Central  Hills,  Gulfshore 
seeking  summer  employe 


Thuraday,  Febntary  14,  IMS 


Clarke 
over  g( 


Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  is  ac-  lege  campuses  across  Mississippi 
cepting  applications  for  employment  where  he  will  be  interviewing  pro- 
for  the  1985  summer  staff,  according  spective  employees.  The  recruiting 
to  Frank  Simmons,  assembly  schedule  is  as  follows: 
manager.  Collie  age  applicants  who  February  18,  Monday  —  BSU 

are  interested  are  encouraged  to  con-  Center  at  MC ;  1 : 00  p.m.  to  7 : 00  p.m. 
sider  this  average  of  ministry  and  ser-  February  19,  Tuesday  —  BSU 

vice,  he  said.  Center  at J)elta  State;  11:30  a.m.  to 

The  assembly  begins  its  summer  4:30  p.m. 

program  on  May  12,  and  continues  20  Wednesdav  ^  BSU 

through  August  24,  1985 

A  -1  -A-  •  1  j  r  j  CenteratMSU;  lliOOa.m.  to4:00p.m. 

Available  positions  include  food  ser>  ^ 

vices.  Red  Cross  trained  lifeguards.  February  21,  Thursday  —  BSU 

housekeeping,  registration  and  office.  Center  at  Ole  Miss;  12  noon  to  6:00 

first  aid,  and  grounds  and  P-"^- 

maintenance.  *  February  27,  Wednesday  —  BSU 

The  assembly  provides  a  program  Center  at  USM;  10:00a.m.  to4:00  pm. 
of  activities  for  the  staff,  and  they  For  additional  information  about  an 
have  the  opportunity  for  service  as  interview,  contact  Frank  Simmons  at 
well  as  personal  spiritual  growth  and  Gulfshore  or  the  BSU  director  on  the 
development.  college  campus  in  your  respective 

Central  Hills  Retreat,  Kosciuskp  area  of  the  state. 

Dan  West,  manager,  is  also  accepting  For  a  staff  application  and  other  in¬ 
applications  for  summer  staffers.  formation  write  to  Summer  Employ- 
College  age  students  interested  in  ment,  Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly, 
working  at  Gulfshore  or  Central  Hills  Henderson  Point,  Pass  Christian,  MS 
can  meet  with  Simmons  during  the  39571,  or  to  Dan  West,  Box  237, 
week  of  February  18-27  on  various  col-  Kosciusko,  MS  39090. 


^  /  The  Clarke  Association 

^  t  its  goal  for  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Of- 

,  '  i  fering  for  Foreign  Missions.  The  goal 

/  was  $41,209.  The  total  gifts  from  all 

churches  (and  all  the  churches  in  the 
f  association  gave)  totalled  $41,240.91. 

_ —  ‘There  was  a  total  of  5,887  members 

First,  Jackson,  exceeds  $156,000  of  all  our  churches  at  the  end  of  our 

’  1983-84  associatiopal  year.  This  in- 

First  Church,  Jackson,  exceeded  its  1984  Lottie  Moon  Offering  goal  of  $115,000.  eludes  4,407  resident  members  and 

The  congregation's  gifts  to  the  special  foreign  mission  offering  totalled  $156,37566  1,480  non-resident  members.  Our 

Earl  Craig,  pastor,  left,  and  Betty  Malone,  WMU  director,  of  First  Church,  second  from  associational  goal  was  based  on  an 
left,  recently  presented  the  check  to  Earl  Kelly  executive  secretary,  Mississippi  Bap-  average  gift  of  $7.00  per  person." 
tist  Convention  Board,  and  Ashley  McCaleb,  consultant,  Mississippi  Woman's  Mis-  reports  Grady  Crowell,  director  of 
sionary  Union  missions. 


Lynn  and  Michael  Hutchinson,  mis-  Gary  and  Eveilyn  Harthcock,  mis  George  and  Rohhie  Pettey,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Togo,  may  be  addressed  sionary  associates  to  the  Leeward  sionary  associates  to  Nigeria,  are  in 
at  9  allee  du  Troenes,  37300  Joue-les-  Islands  since  1975,  retired  from  active  the  States  (address:  c/o  Mrs.  Carol 
Tours,  France,  while  in  France  for  missionary  service  Feb.  1.  They  serv-  Hood,  229  Alida  St.,  Clarksdale,  Miss, 
language  study.  (Their  address  ed  in  agricultural  evangelism  on  An-  38614).  They  are  natives  of 
printed  in  the  Jan.  24  issue  of  the  Bap-  tigua  in  the  Leeward  Islands.  He  is  a  Philadelphia,  Miss.  She  is  the  former 
list  Record  was  incorrect. )  Lynn  is  the  native  of  Clarksdale,  Miss.,  and  she  is  Robbie  Beall, 
daughter  of  Jimmie  C.  Wood,  pastor  the  former  Evelyn  White  of  Colerain, 

of  Calvary  Church,  Greenwood,  and  N.  C.  They  may  be  addressed  at  5009  .  John  and  Jean  Jacobs,  missionaries 
Mrs.  Wood.  Michael  is  the  son  of  Mr.  Thnglewood  Dr,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  27612.  to  Trinidad,  have  arrived  in  the  States 
and  Mrs.  W.  R.  Hutchinson  of  Long  for  furlough  (address:  100  Miller  Cir- 

Beach.  Winfield  and  Laverne  .Applewhite,  cle,  Booneville,  Miss.  38829).  He  is  a 

missionaries  to  Indonesia,  may  be  ad-  native  of  Canton,  Ohio,  and  she  is  the 
dressed  at  Tromolpos  1,  Tbnjung  former  Jean  Holley  of  Booneville, 
Karang,  Lampung,  Sumatra,  In-  Miss, 
donesia.  He  was  born  in  Atlanta,  Ga., 
and  considers  Jackson,  Miss.,  his 
hometown.  She  is  the  former  Laverne 
Viverette  of  Union,  Miss. 


Senior  adults  invited 
to  spring  cruise 


wor 


The  Senior  Adult  Ministries  of  the  The  workshop  leaders  will  include 
Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  Horace  Kerr  of  Nashville;  Lloyd 
Nashville,  is  conducting  a  Spring  Elder,  president.  Baptist  Sunday 
Cruise  Workshop  for  senior  adults  School  Board;  and  Alan  Chamness, 
April  15-19.  The  Mississippi  Baptist  minister  of  music.  First  *  Church, 
Senior  Adult  Ministries,  Mose  D.  Henderson,  Ky. 

Dangerfield,  consultant,  has  arrang-  The  cruise  is  for  any  senior  adults, 
ed  to  escort  a  group  to  Miami  to  board  senior  adult  leaders,  paid  or  volunteer 
the  S.  S.  Emerald  Seas  to  join  this  or  any  church  staff  persons  responsi- 
workshop  cruise  ble  for  senior  adult  work. 

The  group  will  fly  out  of  Jackson  on  An  advance  deposit  of  $100  per  per- 
Monday,  April  15,  arriving  in  Miami  son  is  required  to  enroll  for  this  cruise, 
just  in  time  to  board  the  ship  for  This  will  be  a  part  of  the  total  fee  of 
departure  to  Nassau,  Freeport,  and  $905. 

Little  Stirrup  Cay  in  the  Grand  Interested  persons  should  contact 
Bahamas.  The  flight  back  to  Jackson  Mose  D.  Dangerfield,  Church  Train- 
will  leave  Miami  soon  after  docking  ing  Department,  P.  O.  Box  530, 
on  Friday,  April  19,  arriving  Friday  Jackson,  MS  39205. 
evening. 


California 
pastor  to  preach 


McGregor  party 
is  rescheduled 

The  reception  which  Morrison 
Heights  Church,  Clinton,  is  giving  in 
honor  of  Kermit  McGregor  and  ."his 
family  has  been  rescheduled  for  Feb. 
17,  Sunday  afternoon,  from  2  until  4. 
It  had  b^n  planned  previously  for 
Feb.  3,  but  was  cancelled  because  of 
the  severe  weather  conditions. 


in  Attala 


The  Attala  Association  is 

providing  for  a  number  of  churches  an 
added  dimension  to  their  observance 
of  Home  Missions  Week,  March  3-10. 

The  association  is  bringing  Howard 
Davis,  pastor  of  Chino  Hills  Baptist 
Church,  Chino,  Calif.,  to  share  the 
story  new  church’s  bold 

The  Attala  director  of  missions, 

Levon  Moore,  has  arranged  for  Davis 
to  speak  in  eight  churches,  from  Sun- 
day  morning  through  Wednesday 

‘This  added  exposure  to  one  of 
mission  fields  is 
expected  to  enhance  to 

the  Annie  Armstrong  Blaster  Offering, 
as  as  through  the  Cooperative 
Program,”  said  Moore. 

First,  Jackson  woiiy  Fairchud  . 

to  show  film,  Lebanon  WMU  ' 

‘A  Skeptic’s  Quest’  plans  special  day 

First  Church,  Jackson,  will  screen  The  Lebanon  associajional 
the  film,  “A  Skeptic’s  Quest”  on  Feb.  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  will  meet 
17  at  5:30  p.m.  The  film  features  Josh  for  an  “ole-fashioned  day”  on  Thurs- 
McDowell,  a  longtime  lecturer  on  col-  day,  Feb.  21,  at  Temple  Churchy 
lege  campuses  concerning  Christian  Hattiesburg.  i  f 

faith  in  God.  Others  in  the  six-film  Molly  Fairchild,  ventriloquist  from 
series  entitled  “Evidence  for  Faith”  Moselle,  will  bethe  featured  speaker, 
will  be  shown  on  succeeding  Sunday  and  will  talk  about  WMU  past  and 


Living  Water  Project 
results  in  10  baptisms 


Edd  and  Freda  Trott,  missionaries  214,000  who  live  in  the  Pianco  Valley, 
to  Brazil,  are  working  on  the  Living  “Every  day  we  are  confronted  with 
Water  Project  being  funded  by  the  overwhelming  needs  of  those  who  live 
Hunger  Relief  Fund  of  the  Foreign  here,”  report  the  Trotts.  “We  need 
Mission  Board.  This  project  is  in  pro-  your  prayers  that  we  might  continue 
gress  in  northeast  Brazil,  in  the  Pian-  to  have  the  physical  and  spiritual 
CO  Valley  of  the  southwestern  part  of  strength  to  accomplish  what  the  Lord 
the  state  of  Paraiba,  in  a  hot,  semi-  will  have  done  here, 
arid  region  called  the  sertao.  “Many  people  have  become  great- 

For  the  past  27  years,  the  Trotts  ly  influenced  by  what  the  project  is 
worked  directly  with  the  churches  in  doing  and  much  interest  in  the  gospel 
northeast  Brazil.  Now  Edd  is  director  is  being  shown  in  many  places  where 
of  the  five-year  $3,132,995  project,  we  are  working, 
overseeing  different  constructions,  a  “The  Baptist  Mission  here  in 
farm,  and  irrigations,  in  addition  to  Itaporanga  was  organized  into  a 
serving  as  pastor  of  two  churches. 

Freda,  a  Mississippi  native,  is  coor¬ 
dinator  of  internal  operations,  pur¬ 
chasing,  and  inventory  agent  for  a 
small  pants  factory,  a  part  of  the  pro¬ 
ject  which  helps  to  give  employment 
to  people  of  the  area.  She  also  teaches 
English  and  works  with  the  Com¬ 
munity  Center  in  Itaporanga. 

The  Living  Water  PiDject  has  as  its 
goal  to  help  improve  the  economic, 
social,  and  spiritual  levels  of  the 
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present 


Legislation  that  would  allow  tax-  - .  -  The  meeting  will  begin  at  10  a.m. 

payers  to  earmark  $1  of  their  income  Th*  heart  has  eyes  that  the  brain  jyjrs  Navi  Lou  Stiglets  is  the  associa- 
tax  payment  to  help  pay  for  Medicaid-  knows  nothing  of.  C.  H.  Parkhurst  tional  director, 
funded  abortions  has  been  irttroduc-  Love  looks  through  a  telescope;  en-  A  nursery  will  be  available.  Those 
ed  by  Rep.  Patricia  Schroeder  vy  through  a  microscope.  —  Josh  who  plan  to  use  it  should  call  in 
(D-Colo).  Billings.  advance. 


XT— gMlW-ISg  Swtie 


mpixBt 


•Uniform:  The  resurrection  and  the  life 
•Bible  Book:  Forgiveness  in  Jesus’  mission 
•Life  and  Work:  Power  over  life 


The  resurrection  and  the  life 


Power  over  life 


Of  all  the  claims  made  by  Jesus 
concerning  himself,  that  made  in  to¬ 
day’s  scripture  passage  is  no  doubt 
one  of  the  most  awesome.  The  death 
of  Lazarus  provided  for  Jesus  the  oc¬ 
casion  to  make  his  claim  to  be  the 
resurrection  and  the  life,  and  to 
validate  that  claim  by  raising  Lazarus 
from  the  dead.. 

From  the  larger  passage,  along 
with  the  focal  passage,  we  note: 

I.  \  relationship  (vs.  1-2 > 

Lazarus  was  a  native  of  the  small 

town  of  Bethany,  just  east  of 
Jerusalem.  He  liv^  with  his  sisters, 
Mary  and  Martha.  The  most  impor¬ 
tant  thing  known  about  this  trio  is  that 
they  were  close  friends  to  Jesus.  He 
often  visited  in  their  home  while  in 
Jerusalem,  he  was  the  recipient  of 
their  hospitality,  he  had  received  a 
special  anointing  by  Mary,  and  he 
called  Lazarus  “our  friend.”  John 
wrote,  “Now  Jesus  loved  Martha,  and 
her  sister,  and  Lazarus”  (v.  5). 

II.  A  resolve  (v.  11) 

While  Jesus  was  “beyond  Jordan” 
he  had  received  the  message  of 
Lazarus’  illness  (Chap.  10 :M).  The 
message  simply  said,  “he  whom  thou 
lovest  is  sick”  (v.  3).  Even  before  he 
received  word  of  Lazarus’  death, 
Jesus  knew  that  he  was  dead.  He  said 
to  his  disciples,  “Our  friend  Lazarus 
sleepeth;  but  I  go  that  I  may  awake 
him  out  of  sleep”  (v.  11).  He  resolved 
to  go  to  Judea  and  meet  the  needs  of 


By  W.  Levon  Moore 
John  11:20-27,  38-44 
his  frieniis  in  Bethany. 

III.  A  recognition  <v.  21) 

When  Martha  met  Jesus  upon  his 
arrival,  she  declared,  “Lord,  if  thou 
hadst  been  here,  my  brotheE  had  not 
died.”  Some  see  this  as  a 
remonstrance  or  a  reprimand  against 
Jesus.  Instead,  Martha  seems  sim¬ 
ply  to  be  re-affirming  her  confidence 
in  the  fact  that  Jesus  had  all  power; 
and  had  he  been  present,  the  death  of 
Lazarus  would  not  have  occurred. 

IV.  A  realization  (v.  22) 

Folldwing  her  recognition  of  Jesus’ 

ability  to  present  the  death  of  her 
brother  had  he  been  present,  she  ex¬ 
pressed  her  realization  of  his  ability 
to  do  the  humanly  impossible.  She 
said,  “But  I  know  that  even  now,  what¬ 
soever  thou  wilt  ask  of  God,  God  will 
give  it  thee.”  This  expressed  her  con¬ 
fidence  in  Jesus’  ability  to  perform  a 
miracle  of  resurrection. 

V.  Reassurance  (vs.  23-26) 

The  heart  of  today’s  passage  is 
verse  23  through  verse  26,  in  which 
Jesus  promised  Lazarus’  resurrection 
from  the  dead.  He  said  to  Martha, 
‘Thy  brother  shall  rise  again.”  She 
asserted  her  belief  in  a  futureresur- 
rection  by  saying,  “I  know  that  he 
shall  rise  again  in  the  resurrection  at 
the  last  day.”  Our  Lord  declared  the 
present  reality  of  resurrection  power 
by  saying,  “I  am  the  resurrection,  and 
the  life.” 

He  then  set  forth  the  terms  of 


By  James  F.  Yates 
John  10:2-4,  7-11,  14-18 


receiving  resurrection  life;  “he  that 
believeth  in  me,  though  he  were  dead, 
yet  shall  he  live;  and  whosoever  liveth 
and  believeth  in  me  shall  never  die.” 
This  was  a  tremendous  reassurance 
for  Martha.  It  is  also  an  unfailing 
reassurance  for  all  those  who  are  con¬ 
fronted  with  the  reality  6f  death.  It  is 
always  reassuring  to  know  that  death, 
though  certain,  is  not  final,  for  Jesus 
is  the  resurrection  and  the  life. 

VI.  Reaffirmation  (v.  27) 

To  Martha,  Jesus  addressed  a  per¬ 
tinent  and  personal  question, 
“Believest  thou  this?”  She  had 
already  declared  her  belief  in  the 
resurrection.  In  this  re-affirmation  of 
her  faith,  she  boldly  said,  “Yea,  Lord : 
I  believe  that  thou  art  the  Christ,  the 
Son  of  God,  which  should  come  into 
the  world.”  This  statement  of  personal 
faith  in  the  fact  that  Jesus  is  the 
Messiah,  and  is  the  divine  Son  of  God, 
remains  life’s  most  significant 
affirmation. 

VII.  A  resurection  (vs.  38-44) 

In  order  to  meet  a  severe  need  in  the 
Jives  of  his  friends,  as  well  as  to 
validate  his  incredible  claim,  Jesus 
raised  Lazarus  from  the  dead. 

The  promise  of  Jesus  concerning 
resurrection  and  life,  and  this 
dramatic  denomstration  of  his  power 
over  death  and  the  grave,  continued 
to  bring  living  hope  to  a  dying  world. 

Moore  is  director  of  missions,  At¬ 
tala  County. 


Forgiveness  in  Jesus’  mission 


Life  becomes  far  more  interesting 
as  one  encounters  interesting  and  un¬ 
forgettable  characters.  Walking  down 
the  streets  of  Luke  7,  there  are 


By  Bill  R.  Baker 
I^ke  7:1-8:21 

disciples  to  seek  out  Jesus  for  confir¬ 
mation  that  he  indeed  was  the  promis¬ 
ed  one.  Perhaps  John  was  wondering 
why  the  king  had  not  organized  the  ar- 


Jesus  illustrates  the  offering  of  varie¬ 
ty  —  piping  for  dance  refers  to  the 
game  of  wedding;  mourning  refers  to 
the  game  of  funeral.  The  idea  is  that 


The  allegory  which  opens  the  tenth 
chapter  of  John’s  gospel  is  in¬ 
separably  connected  with  the  incident 
of  the  chapter  which  precedes.  It  is  in 
fact  a  continuation  of  the  discourse 
which  our  Lqn;}  had  begun  in  the 
presence  of  the  Pharisees  and  of  the 
man  who  had  been  born  blind.  The 
purpose  was,  first,  to  rebuke  the 
Pharisees  for  their  treatment  of  the 
man  to  whom  Jesus  had  given  sight; 
secondly,  to  encourage  the  man  in  his 
faith  and  trust;  and  thirdly,  to 
describe  the  loving,  saving  ministry 
of  our  Lord. 

In  excommunicating  the  man  born 
blind,  the  Pharisees  had  given  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  their  exercise  of  self- 
assumed  authority.  They  were 
unauthorized  rulers;  Christ  was  the 
Messiah.  The  true  people  of  God  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  Jewish  leaders, 
and,  like  the  man  born  blind,  were 
ready  to  follow  Jesus.  It  is  evident  that 
the  Pharisees  are  not  true  shepherds. 
Indeed,  the  Jewish  people  are 
shepherdless  sheep.  This  is  the  point 
of  the  opening  verses  of  this  chapter. 
The  real  shepherd  can  be  recognized 
by  certain  facts  about  him;  (a)  that 
he  makes  an  entrance  by  the  door  and 
not  by  some  other  way;  (b)  that  its 
keeper  knows  him,  and  so  opens  to 
him -and  (y )  most  convincing  proof 
of  alfTnaTthe  shy  sheep  that  would 
be  thrown  into  a  panic  by  a  stranger, 
or  at  best  would  treat  him  with  indif¬ 
ference  would,  upon  hearing  the 
shepherd’s  voice,  come  hurrying  to 
him. 

In  the  second  picture,  Jesus  tries  to 
explain  the  meaning  of  what  he  has 
just  said  and  in  so  doing  he  changes 
the  metaphors  in  order  to  reflect  dif-* 
ferent  facets  of  truth.  Here  he  is  “the 
door  of  the  sheep”  (v.  7).  To  give  em¬ 
phasis  to  this,  he  says  it  again  in  verse 
9.  He  is  the  only  entrance  into  the  fold. 
And  all  who  ever  came  before  him  are 
“thieves  and  robbers”  (v.  8).  Now  this 


describes  himself  as  the  Good 
Shepherd,  and  declares  that,  as  such, 
he  is  willing  to  lay  down  his  life  for  the 
sheep.  (V.  14).  The  word  “for”  means 
on  tehalf  of,  as  a  substitute  for. 
Though  inniKent,  he  receives  the 
other’s  punishment.  Jesus  does  this 
for  the  sheep.  He  dies  as  their 
substitute  that  they  may  live.  The 
good  shepherd  places  his  body  be¬ 
tween  the  sheep  and  vicious  animals. 
He  will  die,  protecting  his  sheep.  So 
Jesus  die(]  for  lost  men.  Before 
spiritual  death  can  seize  them  it  must 
first  d^troy  him.  Death  did  its  worst 
to  Jesus.  But  he  overcame  it  in  life. 

Further,  a  good  shepherd  has  in¬ 
timate  knowledge  of  each  of  his  flock. 
He  knows  them  at  a  glance,  their 
characters  and  idio-syncrasies;  can 
pick  them  out  at  once  from  a  mass  of 
other  sheep  among  whom  they  have 
mingled.  Augustine  says  that  often 
enough  Christ’s  sheep  do  not  know 
themselves.  But,  says  Christ,  with 
confidence,  “I  know  my  own.”  (v.  14). 
And  that  is  what  supremely  matters. 
And  the  next  best  ^ing  is  also  true, 
that  they  know  him :  know  that  they 
have  about  them  d  watchful  and 
unselfish  care  which  they  have  prov¬ 
ed  day  after  day  and  never  founti  to 
fall ;  know  that  they  are  not  alone,  but 
are  in  the  keeping  of  one  whotn  they 
can  absolutely  trust.  For  he  lays 
down  his  life  for  his  sheep  (v.  15). 

Then  Jesus  spoke  of  “other  sheep, 
which  are  not  of  this  fold”  (v.  16).  He 
is  referring  to  Gentiles  who  will 
believe  in  him.  He  is  the  Saviour  not 
only  of  the  Jews,  but  of  (Jentiles  also. 
The  two  will  be  combined  into  one  fold 
with  one  Shepherd.  For  all  these  he  is 
to  lay  down  his  life.  He  is  to  die. 
through  the  murderous  hate  of  his 
enemies;  yet  his  life  is  to  be  a  volun¬ 
tary  offering  for  sin  men.  However,  he 
is  to  rise  from  the  dead;  this  is  his 
ultimate  purpose,  for  only  as  risen, 
living,  present,  can  he  truly  care  for 


fascinating  characters  at  every  turn 
such  as  the  soldier,  the  preacher,  the 
unreasonable  people  an(l  the  sinner  in 
Simon’s  house. 

The  centurion,  or  soldier  (vs.  1-10), 
is  representative  of  the  earthly 
citizens  with  a  heavenly  view.  There 
are  three  opinions  about  the  soldier. 
The  first  opinion  is  that  of  the  people 
—  “He  is  worthy”  (v.  4);  the  second 
opionion  is  that  of  himself  —  “I  am  not 
worthy”  (v.  6);  the  third  opinion  is 
that  of  Jesus  —  “I  have  not  found  so 
great  faith,  no,  not  in  Israel”  (v.  9). 

The  centurion  was  under  authority 
(V.  8);  therefore,  he  was  exercising 
authority.  He  saw  that  Jesus  was 
under  authority  and  therefore  in 
authority.  No  person  is'qualified  to  be 
IN  authority  until  he  is  UNDER 
authority.  Jesus  responds  to  the 
soldier  by  healing  his  servant  (v.  10). 
Before  turning  from  the  centurion  one 
should  not  miss  the  concept  of  citizeh- 
ship  in  V.  5.  A  good  citizen  loves  his  na¬ 
tion  and  promotes  worship. 

The  preacher,  John  the  Baptist,  is 
representative  of  the  heavenly 
citizens  with  an  earthly  view  (vs., 
19-30).  John  called  oq  two  of  his 


mies  and  prepared  for  conquest.  He 
wanted  to  see  things  happen  which 
would  signal  the  arrival  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  upon  earth.  Three 
responses  to  John’s  inquiry  to  Jesus 
should  be  noted. 

First.  Jesus  says  “do  not  be  offend¬ 
ed”  (V.  23).  John  may  not  understand, 
but  he  can  trust.  God  does  not  always 
move  in  the  way  man  thinks  he 
should ;  nevertheless,  man  can  trust. 
When  one  does  not  understand  the 
methods  of  the  Master,  he  will  reach 
the  conclusion  that  the  church  has 
failed. 

Second,  Jesus  illustrates  how  peo¬ 
ple  are  helped  (vs.  20-22).  The  critical 
question  regarding  all  things  done  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  is  simply  that  — 
are  people  helped?  The  disciples  were 
instructed  to  tell.  John  what  they  had 
seen  and  heard. 

The  third  resf^nse  from  Jesus  is  the 
commendation  of  John  (vs.  24-28). 
When  John  entered  the  kingdom,  he 
became  greater  than  he  was  outside 
the  kingdom,  even  though  he  was  the 
greatest  born  of  wom^. 

The  disposition  of  unreasonable 
people  is  presented  in  verses  31-35. 


John  and  Jesus  were  different.  John 
appeared  to  be  serious  and  separate 
while  Jesus  moved  among  all  the  peo¬ 
ple,  obviously  enjoying  life.  What  is 
the  point?  The  people  were  satisfied 
with  neither!  It  is  a  O^it  of  the  natural 
man  and  the  carnal  Christian  to  be 
unreasonable  and  dissatisfied. 

The  final  character  encountered  in 
Luke  7  is  the  sinner  in  Simon’s  house 
(vs.  36-50).  Because  she  had  been 
forgiven  much,  this  sinner  desired  to 
give  much.  What  and  how  a  person 
gives  will  always  be  affected  by  his 
concept  of  forgiveness.  It  is  in¬ 
teresting  that  give  is  located  in  the 
center  of  forgiveness.  Simon  was 
critical,  but  w^at'had  he  given?  He 
had  given  no  water,  no  kiss,  and  no  oil 
(vs.  44-46).  He  had  done  nothing  ahd 
yet  was  critical  of  one  who  had  done 
something.  It  appears  that  Jesus  is 
saying  to  Simon,  “You  cannot  see  this 
woman  as  she  is  for  looking  at  her  as 
she  was”  (v.  39). 

This  is  a  great  chapter  in  the  Bible 
because  here  one  may  study  a  great 
faith,  a  great  prophet,  and  a  great  gift. 

Baker  is  pastor.  First,  Clinton. 


does  not  refer  to  true  prophets.  For 
they  pointed  to  him.  Fortunately  for 
the  thie  sheep,  they  did  not  follow  the 
thieves  and  robbers. 

It  is  only  through  Christ  that  we 
gain  what  matters  most  to  us  and 
much  of  it  cannot  be  had  at'all  apart 
from  him.  He  is  the  door  that  leads  to 
it.  What  he  promises  in  verse  9  is  (a) 
safety  from  those  who  falsely  claim 
to  be  their  shepherds;  (b)  a  full  life 
(“and  shall  go  in  and  out”);  and  (c) 
all  we  need  to  keep  us  fit  and  healthy 
(“and  find  pasture”). 

On  the  other  hand,  “the  thief  comes 
only  to  steal,  and  kill  and  destroy  ”  (v. 
10).  Note  the  order  of  the  verbs.  The 
thief  comes  to  steal.  And  if  necessary 
he  will  kill  and  destroy  to  accomplish 
his  purpose.  He  thinks  only  of  himself 
and  cares  for  no  one,  or  nothing  else. 
By  contrast  Jesus  said,  “I  came  that 
they  might  have  life,  and  might  have 
it  abundantly”  (v.  10).  They  come  to 
steal ;  he  comes  to  give.  They  come  to 
kill;  he  comes  to^ive  life  They  come 
to  destroy ;  he  comes  to  build  up.  And 
the  life  which  he  gives  is  the  overflow¬ 
ing  life. 

In  the  third  picture,  our  Lord 


his  sheep. 

Yates  is  pastor.  First.  Yazoo  City. 
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